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Confirmation students share time, energy  

to help parishioners 

Students raked leaves for several of our  

parish families as part of their service work.   

They also had quite a bit of fun, too!  

WORLD YOUTH DAY  and  GIVING THANKS 
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 I  invite you to reflect with me on some of the images 

of Lent that the Church has proposed over the centuries.  

 Lent has been seen as a time of war as we attempt to seek 

good and overcome evil.  In 

2006 Pope Benedict XVI used 

this image in an Ash Wednes-

day homily:  “Lent reminds 

us...that Christian life is never-

ending combat in which the 

‘weapons’ of prayer, fasting, 

and penance are used.  Fighting 

against evil, against every form 

of selfishness and hate, and 

dying to oneself to live in God 

is the ascetic journey that every 

disciple of Jesus is called to 

make with humility and pa-

tience, with generosity and per-

severance.  Following the di-

vine Teacher in docility makes 

Christians witnesses and apos-

tles of peace.” 

 Lent has been seen as a 

season full of journeys.  The 

Ceremonial of Bishops (CB) 

quotes, “The annual observance 

of Lent is the special season for 

the ascent to the holy mountain of Easter” (CB249).  Reflect 

on your own journey of faith.  Think about Adam and Eve 

departing paradise.  Recall Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem  Lent is  

 

indeed a holy journey. 

 Examining the meaning of the word Lent provides another 

image.  Lent is a season for growth.  Lent is an old English 

word that means “springtime”.  The same root gave us the 

word lengthen — in spring, the 

days get longer in our hemi-

sphere.  In other languages the 

word for Lent refers to the forty 

days that make up this season — 

(Quadragesima, Cuaresma, 

Careme).   

 Lent is a time of grow-

ing and a time of standing still, 

especially if we look at Lent as a 

season of planting and of slow 

quiet development in our spiri-

tual lives.  During this season we 

can be nourished by prayer and 

meditation on God’s Word.  We 

can be strengthened by the disci-

pline of fasting.  We can be 

stretched by our generous alms-

giving and service to others.  We 

are preparing to blossom into 

new life at Easter!  

 I am inviting you to join 

me and other parishioners in our 

Lenten times of prayer.  Every 

Tuesday evening during Lent, we will experience some form 

of prayer and reconciliation. 

Please join us! 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK: 

 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES THIS LENT 

by Father Thomas C. Eisweirth 

Lenten Soup Suppers: A Great Way to Live Simply and Help the Hungry 

On Tuesday Evenings during Lent, parishioners and friends come together to share a meager meal of soup and bread to show their 

solidarity with the poor, as we sacrifice a larger meal and give the excess money to our Rice Bowl Collection.  Parishioners are 

asked to bring a crock pot of soup, any kind, to Reagan Hall by 5:30 p.m. (already hot) and plug it into the set up we have.  We 

request the use of Crock Pot Liners, please!!  People are asked to stay and share a meal together after the 5:30 p.m. Mass.   

This time of fellowship and community is enjoyed by many people, and anticipated each year.   

Please fill out the attached form  

and sign up to bring soup at least once during Lent (or as often as you wish).  Thank you!   

 

Soup Supper Registration 

 

Name_______________________________    Phone_______________    E-mail_________________________ 

 

Date(s) I Am Able to Bring Soup 

 

February 28 ___   March 6 ___   March 13 ___   March 20 ___   March 27 ___   April 3 ___ 
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WORSHIP & SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

by Pat Campbell 

Pray the  

Stations of the Cross 

 Make plans to spend part of your Lenten Fri-

day evenings in prayer here at the church as we join in 

the devotional prayer, Stations of the Cross.   

 Note that the second Tuesday of Lent – March 

6 – our evening Lenten Adult Education series, 

“Experience Prayer” will feature the Stations of the 

Cross composed by Pat Campbell as part of her mas-

ter’s degree thesis.  The Tuesday series will begin with 

some time in explanation of the history and mechanics 

of Stations before the group experiences the prayer.  

After the final station there will be a time of mys-

tagogy (reflection on the experience).  If you have had 

questions about this devotional prayer, be sure to at-

tend on March 6 following 5:30 Mass and Soup Sup-

per. 

 Each Friday during Lent we meet in the 

church at 7 p.m. to pray the Stations of the Cross.  Led 

by one of our commissioned Lay Leaders of Prayer, 

we follow the processional cross as we listen to a short 

reading, pray a prayer together and sing a simple re-

frain at each station.   

 Our stations are displayed outside, between 

the church and the parking lot.  They are marked inside 

the church by the wooden crosses below the windows 

around the southern half of the church.  We look out 

the windows to the outside stations as we proceed.  All 

present are encouraged to move with the procession, 

but those not wishing to do so can also participate 

from their seat.  There is a small amount of singing at 

each station and this singing is done by all present.   

 The entire prayer takes approximately 35 min-

utes.  These few minutes can be very helpful on the 

Lenten journey – as we take a few moments to enter 

more deeply into the Paschal mystery, reflecting on 

our Lord’s Passion, death and resurrection. 

 The Fridays of Lent:  February 24, March 2, 

9, 16, 23 and 30.  We will not be praying the Stations 

of the Cross on Good Friday (April 6). 

PLEASE NOTE that there are different versions of the 

Stations of the Cross available in a basket in the parlor 

so that individuals may pray the stations on their own at 

any time the church is open.  Should you have a small 

group wishing to pray the Stations together at time other 

than the Fridays of Lent described above, please contact 

Pat Campbell at the parish office.  We do have multiple 

copies of two or three versions of the Stations of the 

Cross we can make available for your use. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS FOR PEACE  

is prayed the first Tuesday of each month all year 

long.  During Lent, please join us March 6  

and April 3, at noon in the church. 

Communal Reconciliation Service 

 Our annual Lenten Communal Reconciliation Service will be 

held Tuesday, March 20 (the Tuesday after the Fourth Sunday of 

Lent) at 7 p.m. in the church.  We join together in a penance service that 

includes a gathering song and greeting, liturgy of the word, examination 

of conscience, as well as individual confession and absolution.  Father 

Eisweirth and several other priests will be available to hear confessions.  

The service ends by bringing us all back together with a song of praise 

and a final blessing. 

 Make plans now to attend this special service.  For those who 

have been away from the sacrament for a long period, perhaps this ser-

vice will be an opportunity to revisit the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

You might also wish to join with the community in the service even if 

you do not wish to take advantage of the opportunity for individual con-

fession and absolution.  All are welcome!  The service is open to people 

from all area parishes.  Remember, the “Rite of Penance” includes (as Form II) this 

communal celebration of the sacrament that includes the opportunity for people to individually 

confess their sins and to receive Penance. 

Incense and Lent 2012 

     Incense, a regular part of Roman Catholic liturgy, will be used at the 

Presentation of the Gifts – as the Liturgy of the Eucharist begins 

(following the collection and before we stand for the beginning of the 

Eucharistic Prayer).   

     If you’d like to help with the incensation during one of the weekend 

Lenten liturgies please contact a member of the Worship and Spiritual 

Growth Commission, one of our sacristans, or Pat Campbell. 

     Several members of our assembly have recommended use of Chloraseptic’s Al-

lergen Block or a similar product (this is not a product endorsement by the parish, 

simply a suggestion that might help those who are bothered by the charcoals or the 

incense) have even made it possible for a couple of people to carry the incense 

when they thought they’d never have that opportunity. 

Bread Bakers Needed 

Are you willing to help prepare eucharistic bread for our Sunday liturgies 

during the Lenten season?  If this is something you would enjoy, please 

mark your calendar and join with other interested bakers in the kitchen on 

Saturday, February 25 at 11 a.m.  We’ll work together to prepare two 

batches for our weekend liturgies.  We will meet all the Saturdays of Lent 

(March 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31) and on Wednesday of Holy Week, April 5, 

at 5 p.m. (to prepare Eucharistic bread for Holy Thursday).   

Do you want to offer time and talent, but prefer to be out of the spotlight?  

This might be the ministry for you.  We meet as a group and do the bak-

ing together– not because the task is difficult, but because the work is 

more fun with others.  Questions?  Please call Pat Campbell at the parish 

office.  Preparing the two batches of eucharistic bread takes less than an 

hour.  Parents and children are encouraged to consider experiencing bak-

ing the bread to be used for our weekend liturgies.  Those preparing for 

First Eucharist might find this especially helpful with their family discus-

sions of the Eucharistic meal. 

**Should there be a morning funeral scheduled on any of the Lenten Sat-

urdays, we will meet for bread baking at 1 p.m. 

We hope to see you any Saturday of Lent (at 11 a.m.) or on the Wednes-

day of Holy Week (at 5 p.m.). 
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Bereavement Support Group 

Sr. Barbara Lenarcic, H.M., Certified 

Spiritual Director and Licensed Pro-

fessional Counselor, will return to 

meet with those interested in working 

through their loss.  The following 

Tuesdays have been set aside for these 

sessions.  Please mark your calendars: 

March 13, April 17, May 15  

and June 12 

7:00 p.m. in the parish library 

If you are interested in joining this 

group, please leave your contact  

information at the parish office. 

 

We all pray.  We pray in different ways at 

different times and for different reasons.  

This Lenten season our Tuesday adult 

education series will offer prayer evenings 

to encourage our EXPERIENCE of 

prayer. 

 Three of our evenings will in-

volve an overview or history of the prayer 

form we will be looking at, an experience 

of that prayer, and then time to reflect on 

our experience.  The term “mystagogy” 

would fit our reflection.  It’s a term often 

used with our new Catholics.  After they 

are baptized at the Easter Vigil, they con-

tinue the process of the conversion (as we 

all do) with a period called “mystagogy.”  

This time is not set – say, for six months 

or a year after baptism you’ll take time to 

reflect and grow.  No, many say that this 

period of mystagogy lasts for the rest of 

their lifetime.  The process helps us to 

“unlock the mystery” that is part of our 

faith journey, so we all benefit from taking 

mystagogical reflection.  

Join in “Experience Prayer” –  

Tuesday, February 28   Liturgical Ministry Retreat  

“The Spirituality of the Liturgical Minister”, Fr. Jim Korda 

Registration 6:45 in the gathering space, program at 7 in the 

church.  ALL ARE WELCOME!   

Liturgical ministers are expected to attend. 

 

Tuesday, March 6   Stations of the Cross 

“Stations of the Cross: A Journey of Life” by Pat Campbell 

7:00 p.m. in Holy Family Hall 

 

Tuesday, March 13   Lectio Divina 

Mr. Matt Abramowski is the presenter 

7:00 in Holy Family Hall 

 

Tuesday, March 20   Communal Reconciliation 

7:00 in the church 

See details in accompanying article 

 

Tuesday, March 27   Taizé Prayer 

7:00 in Holy Family Hall 

 

Tuesday, April 3   “The Three Days in Song and Scripture” 

Pat Campbell and Samm Lewis will present. 

7:00 p.m. in the chapel 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME to each of these offerings.   

Call the parish office if you have any questions.  

The Roman Missal 

 The official implementation of the third 

edition of The Roman Missal 

took place on the first Sunday 

of Advent – November 27, 

2011.  We had spent months 

preparing and most parishion-

ers say it went pretty 

smoothly.  Many of us still 

hesitate a little with, “And 

with your spirit” or “Lord, I am not worthy that 

you should enter under my roof…”  Overall, we 

are getting used to the changes and listening to 

hear the new texts Father is praying. 

As we prepare to enter the central part of 

our liturgical year – the Triduum – keep in mind 

that there are some changes to the texts used in 

these beautiful liturgies.  For example, the 

“Exsultet,” heard as the Easter Vigil begins, has a 

new translation.  The Presidential prayers have 

been re-translated, too, so there will be much to 

notice as we participate in these holy days.  There 

are some different rubrics (directions) for the lit-

urgies, but most won’t effect us, as most are clari-

fications of what was written in the Sacramen-

tary. 

When preparing to receive The Roman 

Missal, we were encouraged to take that time to 

learn more about the liturgy and to deepen our 

experience of it.  There is always more to learn, as 

with all of life, but we are encouraged to make 

time to enter into the Paschal Triduum this year.  

Don’t miss out on this great opportunity! 

Submitted by Pat Campbell 

Liturgical Ministry  

Retreat 

February 28, 2012 

     All are invited to take part in the 

annual Liturgical Ministry Retreat.  

All those involved in liturgical min-

istry here at the parish are expected 

to attend, but the evening is open to 

all – parishioners and non-

parishioners alike. 

     “The Spirituality  of the Liturgi-

cal Minister” is the topic that will 

be addressed by our guest speaker, 

Father Jim Korda.  He’ll help us to 

take a look at our participation in 

the Sunday liturgy and offer sug-

gestions as to how we might deepen 

our experience of the Mass each 

week.  Father Korda, Pastoral Di-

rector of CTNY (Catholic Telecom-

munication Network for the Dio-

cese of Youngstown), has cele-

brated liturgy here with us several 

times in the past year.  He brings 

with him a wealth of knowledge 

about liturgy, communications and 

prayer, challenging us to continue 

the process of conversion of heart 

during this Lenten season. 

     Join us!  There is no need to pre-

register.  Registration takes place at 

6:45 in the Gathering Space.  The 

presentation begins at 7 and we’ll 

be heading home by 8:30. 
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Join the  

Spring Scripture Study 

     Don’t miss this spring’s Scripture 

Study.  For six weeks we will meet to 

break open a book from the New Testa-

ment.  This six week study will take 

place during the Easter season.  The 

study begins Tuesday, April 17 and 

ends Tuesday, May 22. 

Registration for the upcoming study 

will take place Easter Sunday and the 

weekend of April 14/15.  Each session 

begins with Evening Prayer at 7 p.m. in 

the chapel and the study (which in-

cludes group discussion) follows at 

7:30 p.m.   

Check the bulletin during late Lent for more 

information about this year’s Scripture topic.  
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Liturgical Ministers Needed for the Triduum 

Holy Thursday – April 5, 7 p.m. 

Good Friday – April 6, 3 p.m. 

Easter Vigil – April 7, 8:30 p.m. 

Easter Sunday – April 8, 7:30, 9, &11:30 a.m. 

        Sign up sheets will be available in the gathering space so that 

those who serve as Altar Servers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion, Lectors, Greeters, Ushers and Hospitality Ministers 

may sign up to help Holy Thursday, Good Friday and at the Easter 

Vigil as well as for the THREE Easter Sunday liturgies.   

        Will you be in town for this wonderful time of the Church year?  

If so, please consider offering your services at one of the parts of the 

Triduum and/or for the Easter Sunday liturgies.  We ask that you sign 

up to serve in your ministry at only one part of the Triduum so that 

many people can have an opportunity to sign up.  If, as of Palm Sun-

day, there are still openings in your ministry, we ask that you go 

ahead and sign up to serve at additional liturgies.  

        There are rehearsals held for each part of the Triduum.  Since 

these celebrations are so important and, in some ways, so different 

from the regular weekend liturgies, you’ll need to attend a rehearsal.  

They are scheduled as follows: 

Monday, April 2  6:15 – 7:15 p.m.    Holy Thursday 

Monday, April 2  7:15 – 8:15 p.m.   Good Friday 

Wednesday, April 4 6:30 – 8 p.m.   Easter Vigil 

        Please note that Altar Servers who are serving at these special 

services MUST attend the appropriate rehearsal.  We encourage 

those who’ve served past Triduum liturgies to do so again.  Perhaps 

you will try a different part of the Triduum this year?  New servers 

are encouraged to take part in these very special days.   

        Easter Sunday there will again be THREE liturgies:  7:30, 9 and 

11:30 a.m.  Please sign up to help with these liturgies.  There is NO 

special rehearsal for these. 

T  H  A  N  K     Y  O  U  ! 

 

The Triduum  

at Blessed Sacrament 

Please note:  There is no Mass celebrated on Holy Thursday,  

April 5, prior to the Mass of the Lord’s Supper with the exception 

of the Chrism Mass (St. Columba Cathedral, 10:30 a.m.).  This is 

true throughout the Church. 

 

Morning Prayer          8:30 a.m. 

  

The Triduum begins… 

Holy Thursday – April 5 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper             7 p.m. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

 continues until…11:45 p.m. 

Night Prayer        11:45 p.m. 

Good Friday, April 6 

Morning Prayer          8:30 a.m. 

Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion             3 p.m. 

Night Prayer          6:30 p.m. 

Holy Saturday, April 7 

Morning Prayer          8:30 a.m. 

Blessing of Food Baskets          12 noon 

Mass of the Lord’s Resurrection  

 (The Great Vigil)        8:30 p.m. 

Easter Sunday, April 8 

Liturgies   7:30 a.m., 9 a.m., 11:30 a.m. 

Lenten Journey Resources 

The Worship and Spiritual Growth Commission makes 

available resources to help you on your Lenten journey.  

These may be found on a table in the gathering space  

the weeks preceding Ash Wednesday, and the first  

weekend of Lent.  There are resources for all ages avail-

able.  In addition, copies of At Home With the Word 2012 

will be available.  Having read and studied the Scripture 

before coming Mass, the Word can speak to you in ways 

you have never heard it before! 

Be sure to check out the annual booklets: 

 

• “Daybreaks for Lent and Easter”  $1.50 

• “What am I Doing for Lent This Year?” $1.00 

• “Little Black Book for Lent”   $1.00 

• “From Ashes to Resurrection:  Dust to New Life” 

 from Pax Christi    $3.00 

 

Stop by to see what will help you on this Lenten journey.  

Many other items are available, including “Little Purple Book for 

Lent” and “Every Day of Lent and Easter” (for children) along with 

other resources for families.   

 

Lenten Calendar of events  

at Blessed Sacrament Parish  

can be found on pages 13-14. 

 

WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY DAY 

Saturday, March 3, 8:30am-3pm...Ursuline Center, Canfield 

 

Doris Donnelly, Ph.D., Professor of Theology at John Carroll University, 

will be the keynote speaker.  She will speak on Three Impressive Women 

and Their Courageous Choices.   

Registration information is available at the parish office.  Lunch is in-

cluded in the $26* registration fee, must be received by February 22 for 

lunch to be guaranteed.  Make checks payable to Diocese of Youngstown.  

Sponsored by the Committee on Women’s Issues, Diocese of Youngstown; funded in 

part by the Annual Bishop’s Appeal for Catholic Charities & Church.   

* $23/person for 5 or more from one parish, lunch included, with RSVP/payment by 

2/22. 

“Repent, and believe  

in the Gospel.” 

New Roman Missal 

”Be still,  

and know  

that  

I am God.” 

Psalm 46:10 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & FORMATION 

BRENDA ANTENUCCI 

 

 

BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH 

Sacrament of 

FIRST EUCHARIST   

MAY 5 & 6 

At all weekend Masses 

 

 

Sacrament of  

CONFIRMATION 

Sunday, April 29 

2:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Families preparing  

for reception of these sacraments,  

please check the bulletin  

in the coming weeks for reminders  

of important dates and times!! 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!! 

 

VACATION  

BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

Blessed Sacrament Parish  

will host  

Catholic  

Vacation Bible School 

June 18-21!!   

 

Registration information  

will be available soon! 

 Faith Formation  

Sessions for students  

in Pre-K through Grade 8 

 

will continue  

as follows: 

 

Sunday, March 4, 11, 18, 25 

Sunday, April 15, 22, 29 

Sunday, May 6, 13, 20 

SACRAMENT of RECONCILIATION 

 On January 23, thirty-seven students received the sacrament 

of Reconciliation for the first time.  It was wonderful to see all 

the smiling faces and to share with them the joy that comes 

from realizing God’s great love and unconditional forgiveness.  

Many adults and families also received the sacrament during the 

service that evening.   

 The children and families were treated to a reception with a 

cake made by Lori Sajnovsky.  Lori, Renee Wollett and Dee 

Konczal graciously set up for and cleaned up after the reception.   

 Thank you to second grade teachers Jamie Aulet, Ivy Luka 

Unger, and Ginny Lucarelli, who diligently prepared the stu-

dents to receive this most meaningful sacrament.   

 We thank all the priests who listened to 

these first confessions:  Fr. Eisweirth,  

Fr. Korda, Fr. Mulqueen, Fr. Kulesa,  

Fr. Henyk, Fr. Schmalzried,  

and Fr. Stealey.   

 Many thanks to Pat Campbell for shar-

ing her talents to put together the service, 

and for playing beautiful music throughout.   

 If you haven’t received reconciliation 

recently, please remember to join the com-

munity at the Lenten Reconciliation Ser-

vice on Tuesday, March 20, or come to 

church any Saturday at 3 p.m. to meet with 

Father prior to 4 p.m. Mass. 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION          by Brenda Antenucci 

 Confirmation preparation continues for 

thirty of our young people who are in eighth 

grade.  This year four young adults ages 16-

21 are also preparing to receive this sacra-

ment of initiation.   

 I have been impressed by this group and 

their families’ dedication to the process.  

They have been actively involved in many 

service activities.  A large group of candi-

dates and their sponsors raked leaves on a 

Sunday in November at the Beatitude House 

in Warren.  Sr. Carla Rutter and all the staff 

were very appreciative to have the work 

done so quickly and efficiently, and with lots 

of laughter and smiles...making it a pleasant 

experience for all.   

 Candidates have also been volunteering 

at the Family Soup Kitchen, and as part of 

the Family Promise team.  They served the 

entire parish by hosting the Pancake Break-

fast, with proceeds benefitting the poor in 

Warren through our St. Vincent de Paul So-

ciety.   

 The candidates have been asked to vol-

unteer ten hours of service for the commu-

nity, and they are following through 

“religiously.”  They also must attend six for-

mation sessions on Sunday evenings, which 

are led by capable, dedicated catechists 

Samm Lewis, Luann Rossi, and Pam 

Schiavone.   

 The phrase “it takes a village to raise a 

child” comes to my mind as I see sponsors, 

priests, parents, candidates, and teachers 

work together with our young people to 

bring God’s kingdom into our world.   

 The candidates will take part in a special 

capacity during Holy Week, attending the 

Chrism Mass and helping in the Holy Thurs-

day service here.  The last formation ses-

sions will be March 4, with practice on April 

28, and Confirmation on Sunday, April 29.  

Please continue praying for these candidates 

as they make the decision to confirm their 

baptismal promises and receive the special 

gifts of the Holy Spirit at Confirmation. 
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 What a fall it has been for our 

E.P.I.C. Teens!  We began our year with a 

prayer service and get-together for the 

anniversary of 9/11.  We decided to 

forego participation in the Life Chain, due 

to inclement weather.  We had a blast 

celebrating World Youth Day here at the 

Parish.  Two of our members, Emily Ko-

tyuk and Eric Bofenkamp, did presenta-

tions on the mission trip experiences, here 

in the U.S. and abroad, during Coffee and 

Donuts.   

 Some of our teens, who are ac-

tive members of Howland High School’s 

National Honor Society, organized leaf 

raking for some of our 

elderly parishioners.  We 

drove all the way down to 

Columbiana for our fall 

event, a trip through the 

Columbiana Maze Craze. 

 Throughout the 

season of Advent, we col-

lected 40 gloves, hats, 

scarves, and mittens for 

area children and teens.  

We also had a movie 

night, during which time 

we made ornaments.  These ornaments 

were then shared with our parish family 

as we went through the nearby neighbor-

hoods caroling and spreading Christmas 

joy.  

 With such a busy fall, what could 

we possibly have left to do for the next 

half of the school year?  Quite a bit!  In 

preparation for our upcoming mission trip 

to Louisa, Kentucky this summer (June 

10-16), our youth ministry sold pepperoni 

rolls.  We kicked-off our year with ser-

vice for the Family Promise program by 

cleaning and setting up Providence Center 

for the families staying.  During Super 

Bowl Sunday, we teamed up with the 

youth ministries across the country for the 

Souper Bowl of Caring, collecting money 

for both St. Vincent de Paul Society as 

well as Catholic Charities Regional 

Agency.   

 Coming up in late February (24-

25), we’ll be joining Hubbard’s churches 

in an ecumenical 30 Hour Famine, during 

which our teens will raise money for 

world hunger, and have a blast while do-

ing it!  

 Throughout Lent, we’ll be learn-

ing all about different ways to pray, and 

of course, having fun at our game night. 

 As Easter approaches, 

we’ll be learning about the 

traditions of our Jewish broth-

ers and sisters through our 

Passover Seder.  After Easter, 

in time for Earth Day, we’ll 

dive into Catholic Social 

Teaching on Care of God’s 

Creation through a parish 

grounds spruce up.   

 It will be a busy sea-

son, but definitely a fun one, 

too! 

BLESSED SACRAMENT YOUTH MINISTRY  by Elizabeth Pugh 

Participate in Operation Rice Bowl at Tuesday’s Lenten Soup Suppers! 

 CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES’ 

 

   Pray, Fast, Learn and Give  

 

   visit ORB.CRS.ORG 

 

VOCATIONS 

A Seminary Live-In Weekend is being 

offered at the Pontifical College Jose-

phinum, Columbus, Ohio, April 26 — 

April 28.  The program begins at 4 pm 

Thursday and concludes Saturday at 12 pm.  

This experience is open to all high school 

juniors and seniors, and older men inter-

ested in finding out what seminary life is 

like.  There is no cost to attend the pro-

gram.   

 

Please contact Fr. Chris Luoni at the dioce-

san Vocations Office at 330.744.8451, or at 

cluoni@youngstowndiocese.org with any 

questions, or to discuss vocations with him. 

Graduate  

Mass 

Sunday  

May 20, 2012 

9:00 a.m. 

 

All Senior High School students  

anticipating graduation from high school  

are invited to celebrate Mass together! 

PASSOVER 

SEDER MEAL 

For our  

Junior and Senior High School 

Students 

 

 

Sunday, April 1, 6-8pm 

Providence Center 

 

 

Learn about  

the Traditions  

of our Jewish  

brothers and sisters!  

 

 

Contact Lizzy in the parish office 

for information  



8 

 

 

 

EVANGELIZATION, FELLOWSHIP, & 

FAMILY LIFE  

 

A SPECIAL DAY FOR DEMETRA 

Consider Catholic education for your children.   

JOHN F. KENNEDY CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Mr. Brian Sinchak, President 

 

 

 

Register for the 2012-2013 school year   

♦ in school offices  

♦ on-line at www.warrenjfk.com 

Mr. Joseph Kenneally, Principal  

Lower Campus,  330-372-2375  

 Pre-K - Grade 6 

Ms. Staci Raab, Principal 

Upper Campus, 330-369-1804 

Grades 7-12 

 Perhaps you were made aware of an 

amazing incident that took place here at 

Blessed Sacrament, an event described as 

a miracle, that was published on the front 

page of The Vindicator on Saturday, De-

cember 24, 2011.  Our newsletter staff 

met up with the ladies for an account of 

their story just before Christmas. 

 It was a day in late September when 

three ladies’ lives took on a new dimen-

sion.   

 Demetra Tsilimos was participating 

in a Zumba exercise class in Reagan Hall.  

 Parishioner Jackie Loges and friend 

Windi Kresic were attending their daugh-

ters’ volleyball game in Covelli Gymna-

sium.  The game was called when the 

other team did not show, and coach called 

for an impromptu practice.  Jackie in-

tended to leave and get ready for a dinner 

date to celebrate her wedding anniversary, 

as Windi offered to take her daughter 

home after the practice.  Jackie decided to 

stay and cheer the girls on. 

 Without warning, Demetra passed out 

in her class.  Meanwhile, Jackie and 

Windi and girls were ready to leave after 

the practice.  The moms and daughters 

decided to wait out a heavy rain storm 

that settled over the area.  It was then that 

the ladies realized something happened in 

Reagan Hall, evidenced by the fact that 

the exercise class has stilled, and seemed 

to be disturbed by something.  They in-

vestigated.   

 Someone called 911, while Jackie, a 

former ICU nurse, determined the woman 

had no pulse.  Jackie’s nursing skills 

rushed back, and with Windi, a dental 

hygienist who was required to learn CPR 

for her job, began to perform CPR on 

Demetra, someone they had never met 

before.  Jackie shared with our staff that 

many things can result when performing 

chest compressions on someone, but she 

was prepared to accept the ramifications 

of her actions as she determined the se-

verity of Demetra’s condition.  Windi 

assisted with providing breaths for De-

metra.  The medics were on their way, 

though they had been told the person was 

having a seizure, so the trip to Blessed 

Sacrament was not listed as a high prior-

ity.   

 That was when Jackie asked if there 

was a defibrillator (AED machine) in the 

building.  Though she had not used one 

before, she felt sure that this situation 

warranted its use.  It took some phone 

calls, back and forth, for what seemed an 

incredibly long time, but the machine was 

located and Jackie used it to offer further 

aid to Demetra.   

 Fast forward to December 2011, with 

Demetra looking back and trying still to 

put the pieces back together about that 

September day.  She had been transported 

to Trumbull Memorial Hospital, where 

there was no room and they were forced 

to take her to St. Joseph’s Hospital, where 

there was not an ICU.  Demetra was 

treated at St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, and 

remained there five days, remaining un-

conscious for three of those days.   

 With her family at her side, Demetra 

learned of the severity of her attack, as 

well as the possible brain damage that 

should have resulted in such a severe at-

tack, then coupled with the CPR assis-

tance for the length of time she received 

it.  According to Demetra, the doctor 

looked at his interns and said three times, 

“This is a miracle.”  Demetra continues to 

mend with medication and rehabilitation, 

and has none of the permanent damage 

the doctor spoke of.   

 Jackie and Windi both have said that 

they “...are not miracle workers, just in-

struments of God doing God’s will.”  

Loges added, “I pray we did God’s will as 

(Continued on page 12) 
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TOUGH CHOICES FOR PARENT  

REVEALS STRONG FAITH IN NEXT GENERATION  As told to Paula Pierce by a parishioner 

 M uch to my surprise, I 

found myself among the unemployed ef-

fective end of business on December 3, 

2011.  My initial thoughts of denial and 

disbelief swirled, as I had fully dedicated 

myself to my company for more than fif-

teen years.  Over the course of the next 

few days and weeks, despite my anger, I 

woke up, and realized I now had been 

given a gift of time, time to spend with 

my girls.   

 Don’t get me wrong, I have de-

voted my life to them both. 

 Cleaning the garage helped me 

work through some serious anger.  It also 

allowed me time to consider many issues, 

one of which was to adjust our family 

budget.  I still had not fully grasped all 

the information from my exit interview, 

there was so much to take in, and my 

thoughts were rampant.  We would have 

to cut back, that was the bottom line.   

 What about the girls’ education?  

Could we manage if they remained in 

Catholic Schools, or would this be the 

time to consider public school as an op-

tion for our family? 

 About this same time, I was 

asked to share some of my time to prepare 

an article for the parish newsletter, as a 

result of the Time and Talent form I had 

recently submitted.  Given the chance to 

express many strong emotions of the past 

weeks with potential strangers produced 

much anxiety.  And yet I felt liberated to 

explore the feelings and decisions of my 

current situation with a new perspective. 

 Being old-fashioned has molded my 

life’s experiences from accepting only 

proper dates back in the day, through 

burying my 

mother.  Every-

one sways here 

and there, but 

usually quickly 

realize that the 

path has veered 

and returns to 

their path,  

because they 

were taught right 

from wrong.   

Excuses are not 

acceptable.   

In my life, I have experienced many joys 

coupled with an equal number of disap-

pointments.  Regardless of the situation, I 

have routinely leveraged my old-

fashioned upbringing.  Even when that 

foundation was not the popular choice 

among those involved, I stood my ground 

for what I knew was tried and true. 

 I find myself spending much time 

alone of late, and have found the most 

revealing moments are those experienced 

in a quiet empty house.  Self reflection is 

always the key component!  If I can con-

tinue to look myself in the mirror and 

smile because my conscience is clear, 

then I am doing alright by God! 

 I am the premier example for my 

daughters.  I answer to God for myself 

and my children.  I continually put my all 

into them to ensure they are guided.  I 

love my children more than life.  My de-

sire to mold and mentor them supersedes 

any other.  I will continue to live my life 

for my children.  It is my belief that my 

life’s sacrifices are for their gain. 

 While I was consumed with my job I 

missed many extracurricular activities 

that my girls participated in, though this is 

not to be confused with absence from 

their lives.  I spend most of my shared 

parenting schedule holding extremely 

meaningful and mindful conversations 

with my daughters.  Now that my sched-

ule is freer, I have even more time to 

qualify conversations with unlimited time 

slots.  Time can be your friend or your 

enemy.  God has remained constant in my 

life, and it is my will to please Him.  My 

faith has strengthened me, and I will con-

tinue to love my girls by my example, my 

actions. 

 

 My daughter recently shared that kids 

at school were displaying behavior that 

concerned her and she was checking-in to 

be certain her actions were appropriate.  

Having a difficult time finding where she 

fits socially, she has been experiencing 

the never-ending manipulation mastered 

by the popular crowd.  Her heart told her 

to do the right thing and not get involved 

in the gossip.  She knew what they were 

doing was wrong, and she felt she was 

being used.  She responded with truth that 

did not apply and that did not convict her 

in any fashion.  I looked upon her with 

such love and pride.  She was able to 

identify the skills she was seeking for the 

given situation.  Such blessings for a 

mom to witness, while many other uncer-

tainties surround us!   

 I now see that my daughters keep my 

actions under the same magnifying glass 

as I do theirs.  They represent themselves 

properly out of fear of having to come 

home and “inform” me.  What they don’t 

realize wholly is that they are living a 

God-fearing life as I do.  This is a reward 

for me to see.   

 At one time I had actually questioned 

the importance of Catholic education.  

Certainly with the loss of income I have 

entertained the notion of affordability.  In 

light of the importance of their develop-

ment as well as their education, I feel 

strongly now more than ever that taking 

my daughters out of Catholic School and 

enrolling them in public school is some-

thing I am not willing to do.  They are 

right where they need to be.  My choice is 

for them to continue schooling in the 

Catholic School system. 
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Dear Pats, 

 

We just lost our beloved family pet 

and our hearts are broken.  What is 

the church’s teaching on pets and 

heaven? Do we believe that we will 

be reunited with our beloved pets in 

heaven?  Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Missing Fido 

 

 

Dear Friend of Fido, 

 

The death of a pet is a loss in a fam-

ily.  Many people joke that they 

prefer their pets to some humans 

they know.  Pets can be amazingly 

loyal.  This past summer Pat Rogan 

slipped and fell outside her house.  

She hurt her knee and it was diffi-

cult to get up.  Her son’s cat, Bub-

bie, found her and curled up next to 

her on the ground until she could get 

herself up.  (Of course, it must also be noted that her son’s other 

cat, Stripey, took a look and just kept walking!)  And then there 

was Pat Campbell’s dog Morse (of happy memory) was so de-

voted that he would “sing” to accompany her while she played 

the piano. 

 

But what happens to a beloved pet when it dies?  Is there a pet 

heaven?  Do our animals join us in human heaven?  What does 

the Church have to say about this? 

 

First, the Church maintains that animals are never to be mis-

treated and should be acknowledged as an important part of 

God’s creation.  Animals are part of God’s plan for the world.  

But they are not human.  In the Genesis creation narrative we 

learn that humans are to have dominion over animals.  And 

while Pope John Paul II did refer to animals as having souls, he 

didn’t mean that animal souls are the same as the immortal 

souls of humans.  

 

There are three kinds of souls that differentiate living things 

from inanimate things, such as rocks and dirt. There is a plant 

soul (plants are alive and actually react to various stimuli), there 

is an animal soul, and there is the human soul.  Now it is impor-

tant to know that the difference between the human soul and the 

animal/plant soul is beyond words.  The reason is that God 

made humans as the “imago dei”– the image of God.  So, the 

pope may have said that animals have souls, but he would never 

say that the animal soul and human soul are the same. 

 

Scripture gives us no clues as to the fate of animals, and the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church does not address the issue 

directly.  Various Christian thinkers have approached the issue, 

most notably C.S. Lewis in his book The Problem of Pain.  

Lewis asserts that animals which have a sense of self (this sense 

of self coming from their 

relationship with their 

human masters) might 

indeed enjoy an afterlife.  

He realizes that he is on a 

theological slippery slope, 

but he makes the argu-

ment nonetheless. 

 

One of the most touching 

comments on this subject 

was uttered by the late 

Archbishop Fulton Sheen, 

who said,  “If it will make 

us happy in heaven, then 

our dogs will be there 

with us.” 

 

For your final considera-

tion we offer a poem by 

St. John Lucas (the gentle-

man’s name was St. John 

– he is not on the Calendar 

of Saints for the Catholic 

Church): 

 

 

 

THE CURATE THINKS YOU HAVE NO SOUL  

The curate thinks you have no soul; 

I know that he has none.  But you, 

Dear friend, whose solemn self-control, 

In our foursquare familiar pew, 

Was pattern to my youth -- whose bark 

Called me in summer dawns to rove -- 

Have you gone down into the dark 

Where none is welcome -- none may love? 

I will not think those good brown eyes 

Have spent their life of truth so soon; 

But in some canine paradise 

Your wraith, I know, rebukes the moon, 

And quarters every plain and hill, 

Seeking his master... As for me, 

This prayer at least the gods fulfill; 

That when I pass the flood and see 

Old Charon by the Stygian coast 

Take toll of all the shades who land, 

Your little, faithful, barking ghost 

May leap to lick my phantom hand.  

 

Ultimately, none of us can know the mind of God, and this 

mystery will not be solved until, upon our own deaths, we meet 

God face to face, who will have (a) St. Bernard by His side. 

 

With all best wishes, 

The Pats, along with their technical advisors: 

Milla Campbell and Jack, Chooch, Stripey, and Bubbie Rogan  

 

PATS’ ANSWERS TO PERPLEXING QUESTIONS 

Our own two Pats (Campbell and Rogan) answer any questions you might have about Church practice, rules, history, tradition and ritual. 
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SERVICE & JUSTICE 

FAMILY  

SOUP KITCHEN 

 

 

The Family Soup Kitchen Ministry Team will 

prepare and serve meals at the St. Vincent de 

Paul dining hall on the following Saturdays, 9am-2pm… 

 

March 17, April 21 and May 19, 2012 

 

This dedicated and hard-working group prepares a meal on the 

scheduled Saturday mornings, and enjoys the meal  

in company with the guests who arrive that day.   

 

What a gift to have a prepared meal, what a blessing  

to have company to share your meal!   

 

Volunteers can also help by preparing a dessert to serve with the meal; 

bring it to the parish office by Friday at 2pm for use the next day. 

 

If you are interested in helping in this ministry,  

call Dan Goffos 330.372.6147.  

 The Society members 

are pleased to announce 

that our finances allowed 

us to help 206 Trumbull 

County families with food 

assistance during the 

Christmas season. 

 On December 21, 

2011, 206 baskets were 

distributed to local fami-

lies, which included 364 

adults and 336 children.  

The total cost of the bas-

kets was $12,036.75, 

which included $18.85 for 

postage, $96.20 for truck 

rental fee, and $73.02 for 

miscellaneous expenses. 

 Our group was very 

concerned about the 

weather that morning.  

The 52-degree tempera-

ture was not the problem.  

However, the torrential 

rain that was coming 

down before the arrival of 

the truck was a concern.  

Just as the door of the 

truck was opened, the rain 

stopped and for two hours 

we had a dry period to 

distribute the baskets! 

 The Society wants to 

thank Fr. Eisweirth for his 

permission to use the fa-

cilities for this annual dis-

tribution; the office staff 

for recording messages for 

the distribution of the bas-

kets; and the maintenance 

staff for helping set up 

and tear down the distri-

bution materials.  We also 

thank Elizabeth Pugh for 

enlisting the following 

student helpers:  Kate 

Groner, Megan Guliano, 

James LaPolla, Paul Lat-

tanzi, and Kathryn Sa-

freed.  Their assistance 

was invaluable!  Thank 

you, students!  

 The Society members 

wasn't to thank all of the 

parishioners and benefac-

tors for their support of 

this annual event!  With-

out your continuous and 

generous support, we 

would not be able to be of 

assistance to the needy in 

our area.   

 The Society is plan-

ning an Easter Basket dis-

tribution on Tuesday, 

April 3, 2012. 

St. Vincent de Paul  

Society News 
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BAG IT, 

BRING IT 

 

We will collect dry food/canned goods the third weekend 

monthly to restock the St. Vincent de Paul Society pantry.  

In April, you will have the opportunity to bring your bag to 

Mass the third or fourth weekend. 

 

Brown bags (and plastic grocery 

bags) will be available in the gather-

ing space the second weekend each 

month, with information about the 

best items to bring; simply return the 

filled bag the following weekend 

when you come to Mass!  We will 

continue this collection of pantry 

items monthly!   

RELAY  

for LIFE 

 

Friday,  

May 11  —   

Saturday,  

May 12 

 6 p.m. — 6 p.m. 

 

Warren’s Courthouse Square 

 

Register for our parish team  

between now and April 30   

Participate in our opening lap,  

which follows the very emotional  

6 p.m. Survivor’s Lap   

 

♦  Garage Sale, TH/FR/SAT April 12, 13, 14 

Open at 9am 

Items for donation to the sale accepted 

beginning March 1...space is limited! 

Donations accepted through Friday, April 13 

♦  Queen-size quilt for raffle! 

♦  Daffodil orders arrive soon! 

 

DO YOU RELAY?!?! 

 

Check the bulletin, or call the parish office for details! 

10th Annual  

PASTA COOK-OFF  

& WINE TASTING 

 

Sunday, February 26, 2012 

12:30—2:30pm 

 

Blessed Sacrament Parish’s Covelli Center Gymnasium 

 

Local restaurants and amateurs serve up  

some of the best pasta in the Valley! 

Local wine makers offer their finest whites, blushes  

and reds to tempt your palate!   

 

*  Pre-sale tickets available in the parish office  * 

$13/adult…$30/family (2 adults & 2 children under 12) 

At the door…$15/adult, $35/family (2 adults & 2 children under 12) 

 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION  

start! HEART WALK 

He intended.” 

 Demetra was able to find the ladies who came to her aid, call-

ing them her ‘angels’ who will forever be in her heart.  She feels 

strongly that ‘everything was lined up’, and all three felt strongly 

that there were various coincidences, according to God’s plan, 

that had worked in their favor to save Demetra’s life.   

 Demetra and Jackie visited the parish offices at Blessed Sac-

rament, and met Joanne Gilbert, who was able to relay informa-

tion to custodian Jonathan Bland as to the whereabouts of the 

AED machine that day.  Demetra attended morning Mass with 

Jackie prior to meeting Fr. Tom and the staff.  There was great 

emotion and much praise to God for the blessing of meeting this 

woman who had endured this attack in our building.  Demetra 

still has yet to meet Jonathan.   

 Demetra attended Christmas Eve liturgy with Jackie and 

Windi, saying, “I wanted to go to church where God saved me...I 

(Continued from page 8) 

want to pray in that church.”   

 Windi had just enrolled her children in John F. Kennedy 

Catholic School as a result of the closing of St. Mary—St. 

Joseph Parish School in Newton Falls.  Weighing on her mind 

that day was how traumatic it was for the family that the 

school had closed.  At Mass the day before the incident, she 

listened intently to the homily about how Mary brings people 

together through suffering.  She recalled that homily and 

(Continued on page 15) 

A Special Day for Demetra 

What Is an Automated External Defibrillator? 

An automated external defibrillator (AED) is a lightweight, portable 

device that delivers an electric shock through the chest to the heart.  

The shock can stop an irregular rhythm and allow a normal rhythm 

to resume in a heart in sudden cardiac arrest.  Sudden cardiac ar-

rest is an abrupt loss of heart function.  If it’s not treated within min-

utes, it quickly leads to death.  Most sudden cardiac arrests result 

from ventricular fibrillation.  This is a rapid and unsynchronized 

heart rhythm originating in the heart’s lower pumping chambers (the 

ventricles).  The heart must be “defibrillated” quickly, because a 

victim’s chance of surviving drops by 7 to 10 percent for every min-

ute normal heartbeat isn’t restored.   

    from American Heart Association website; visit heart.org 
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