BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH WELCOMES NEW YOUTH MINISTER

By Cathy Heltzel

I had the pleasure of meeting Blessed Sacrament’s new Youth Minister, Lizzy Pugh,

appropriately on World Youth Day, Sunday, October 22. Her radiant smile and friendly de-
meanor immediately made me want to get to know her better. We found common ground as
we briefly commiserated about the loss the night before of our favorite college football team,
Notre Dame, then segued into reminiscing about the beauty of its campus in the fall. (Two of
our children are ND graduates, while Lizzy herself is a St. Mary’s graduate but spent plenty of
time shuttling between both campuses as she completed a double major in Religious Studies at
St. Mary’s and German at Notre Dame.) But despite ND’s loss, Lizzy was quick to express
enthusiasm for the exciting victory of Ursuline High School (she’s an alum) over rival Cardi-
nal Mooney that same weekend.

Her infectiousness was contagious, and I found myself wanting to prolong the conver-
(Continued on page 11)

“I AM THANKFUL FOR...”

...for my cat. Abby, 1B

...for my teacher. Sarosh, 1B
...for my mom and dad. colin, 18
...Jesus, my family, friends, dog, God,
Holy Spirit, priest, teachers, food,

clothes, life. Etoile, 2B
...my friends. Morgan, 2B
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...my grammy. Dylan, 2B
...for the world’s peas. Lola, 2A
...for my family, water, food and shelter.
Mia, 3A
...God, my family, my dad who past
away. Love to Dad. Justus, 3B
...Jesus for creating me. Malakai 3B
...my family and my religion. Timothy, 38
...my animals and family.  Francesca, 38

...everyone | know and everything |
have. Carmine, 2B
...Jesus, my family. Jayson, 2B

TIME TO GATHER TOGETHER

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY...

CATECHETICAL
SUNDAY...

«.FESTA!...

«..WORLD
YOUTH DAY
2011...




FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:
Goals for the Future

by Father Thomas C. Eisweirth

It has been a year in Sep-

tember since I moved to Warren,
Ohio. I want to thank all of you
for welcoming me and showing
your support for my leadership.

I have worked closely with

the Parish Pastoral Council and the Administration Commis-
sion during this year of transition. Most recently, the Council
and [ have begun to review our Parish Mission Statement in
preparation for setting new goals for our parish community.
This winter, we will ask everyone who attends Mass regularly
to participate in an evaluation of our parish. The results of the
evaluation will help the Council to formulate several goals for
you to review at an upcoming Parish Assembly. I think that
this is an ideal time for us to reflect on the needs and direction
of our parish community, and to set some goals together for
our future.

You recently received a letter outlining the financial situa-
tion of our parish. Several years ago, the parish raised funds
to begin an expansion of our parish buildings, with a project
cost of over two million dollars. Your generous support has
been appreciated. At this time, we need to raise approxi-
mately $250,000 to pay the loan in full. We have received
almost one-hundred percent of the money pledged. We have
money from your past pledges in a reserve account. We are
able to make the monthly loan payment from the reserve ac-
count for at least the next two years. The Administration
Commission advised me to initiate a campaign at this time to
raise the rest of the funds needed to pay the debt in full.
Whatever you are able to contribute will be appreciated. We
will request funds from the Board of John F. Kennedy Catho-

lic School. We will also approach many of the local family
and community foundations for funds. I will keep you abreast
concerning our success.

As the end of 2011 approaches, we begin to reflect on the
blessings and the crosses that occurred during this past year.
The end of the year provides an opportunity to thank God for
the blessings and to offer the crosses as a sign of discipleship.
You can show your gratitude by gifting Blessed Sacrament
Parish during our time of need. There are many different
ways of contributing a gift. The two easiest and most direct
methods are donations of cash and appreciated stock or other
investments. You can also make other gifts such as real es-
tate, life insurance, charitable remainder trusts, gift annuities,
will/trust bequests and IRA/retirement accounts. Thank you
for whatever you are able to do for our parish at this time!

I look forward to celebrating the Advent and Christmas
Seasons with you. We will offer education sessions in the
coming weeks, and encourage your attendance at these, and of
course at the liturgies. As we ‘wait in joyful hope for the
coming of Our Lord’, I hope our time together in prayer will
strengthen us even more as a community. Please welcome
your relatives and friends to join us at this wonderful time of
year! Mass times as well as Advent series dates and times are
indicated in this newsletter, or consult the weekly bulletin.

Looking ahead to 2012, I ask that you mark your calendar
for our Annual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner, on Saturday,
February 18. We are blessed to have so many dedicated vol-
unteers in our midst, and we enjoy taking time each year to
celebrate all you do in building up the Body of Christ. Join us
to celebrate in Mardi Gras style, as the following week we
begin the Lenten Season. This year, Ash Wednesday is Feb-
ruary 22, and Easter Sunday is April 8.

A Prayer for Blessing the Wreath

God our Father,

as Advent begins, we look forward to celebrating

the coming of your Son as a human child,

and we look forward also to his Second Coming.
Bless all our preparations, especially this Advent
wreath.

We light the first candle, asking you to illuminate our
hearts and ground us in your goodness.

May we be like Christ to each other and

to our communities.

You who sent your Son into a human family, grace
ours.

When we become busy or frustrated, give us peace.
We ask this through the same Christ, our Lord.

Amen. ©2011 Liturgy Training Publications. 1-800-933-1800. Wrritten by
Kathy Coffey. lllustrated by Paula Wiggins. Scripture quotations are from The New Revised Standard Version Bible: Catholic
Ediion, copyright © 1993 and 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Counil of Churches of Christ in the
U.S.A. Used with permission. All ights reserved. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago, on May 13, 2011

DISCERNMENT

RETREAT

Friday, December 16 —
Sunday, December 18
Loyola of the Lakes in Clinton
This retreat is offered to men who

are 18-40 years of ages who are
questioning a possible call to the
priesthood, and would like to know
more about what a vocation is and
how to discern this calling. This
retreat will be directed by Bishop
George V. Murry, S.J.

Contact Fr. Chris Luoni with any
questions, 330.744.8451.

PRAY FOR

VOCATIONS

Vocation
Awareness
Week
January 8-14, 2012



WORSHIP & SPIRITUAL GROWTH

by Pat Campbell

Advent
Reconciliation
Service

Our annual Advent Reconciliation
Service will be held Sunday, De-
cember 11 at 4 p.m. in the church.
We join together in a penance ser-
vice that includes a gathering song
and greeting, liturgy of the word,
examination of conscience, as well
as individual confession and abso-
lution. Father Eisweirth and sev-
eral other priests will be available
to hear confessions. The service
ends by bringing us all back to-
gether with a song of praise and
final blessing.

The Advent Reconcilia-
tion Service gives us the opportu-
nity to join in prayer with others.
In this way we “obtain from God’s
mercy pardon for having offended
him and at the same time recon-
ciliation with the Church, which
we have wounded by our sins and
which by charity, example, and
prayer seeks our conversion.” Lu-
men Gentium, Vatican Council II,
no. 26 (Dogmatic Constitution on the
Church 4, no. 146)

Make plans now to attend
this special service. For those who
have been away from the sacra-
ment for a long period, perhaps
this service will be an opportunity
to revisit the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation. You might also wish to
join with the community in the
service even if you do not wish to
take advantage of the opportunity
for individual confession and abso-
lution. All are welcome! The ser-
vice is open to people from all area
parishes.

Remember, the “Rite of Penance” includes
(as Form I1) this communal celebration of the
sacrament that includes the opportunity for

people to individually confess their sins and
to receive Penance.

ADVENT ADULT EDUCATION SERIES
“Jesus in the New Roman Missal:
A Presider’s Reflection”

Tuesdays, November 29, December 6 & 13
7 p-m.

Hear how three priests view the Roman Missal, Third

Holy Family Hall

Edition, in these early days...

Join us as our own Fathers Tom and another area priest
share their “take” on the implementation of the New
Roman Missal. As they share their impressions and ex-
pectations, we can all reflect on how we can grow as we
experience the Roman Missal, Third Edition.

Each session will close with Night Prayer

The Liturgy
of the Hours
during Advent

This ancient prayer of
the church will be prayed dur-
ing the Advent season as
Evening Prayer on Monday,
December 19, and Night
Prayer to conclude our Ad-
vent Adult Education presen-
tations, on November 29,
December 6, and 13. Join us
in the chapel. Evening
Prayer begins at 7 p.m.

Night prayer will

@Thristmas Blessings

close the evening sessions
that begin at 7 p.m. in Holy
Family Hall.

Evening Prayer will take place on

Monday, January 9, and each

WELCOMING

THE NEW ROMAN MISSAL

Tuesday beginning January 17.

The History of Liturgical Books
Partl: An Unbroken Tradition

We reverently carry in the Book of
Gospels in the opening procession of
Mass. The server brings the Sacramen-
tary to the priest so that he might recite
the opening prayer. The reader ap-
proaches the ambo and reads from the
Lectionary. But what is the history of
these sacred books and why are they so
important to how we worship?

Our liturgical texts bear withess to an
“unbroken tradition” [GIRM 6] of how the
church has worshipped for 2,000 years.
The third edition of the Roman Missal,
which we will use in November 2011, is
the latest step in this tradition.

In the early church, worship was
conducted by improvisation, with the pre-
sider “giving thanks to the best of his
ability” (Justin Martyr, c. 160). Rituals
and texts were influenced by Jewish
synagogue practices. This was an oral
culture and only gradually did presiders
start to write things down, often on

3

scrolls made of animal skins, then in a
“codex” (similar to a book as we now
know it). These small liturgical books,
libelli, were often only a few pages long
and contained prayers for one or more
celebrations. The earliest standardized
eucharistic prayers seem to date from
the third century.

By the fourth century, as worship
became more formalized and with grow-
ing concern for orthodoxy, there was a
trend toward standardization of the
prayers and readings that would be used
at various rituals and on various days of
the year. Yet, there was still a variety of
expressions in multiple liturgical centers,
from Rome to Jerusalem, from Antioch to
Egypt.

In the next few centuries, more ex-
tensive books appeared, such as the
Leonine Sacramentary — a rather disor-
ganized collection of libelli that appeared

(continued on page 7)




Sing on
Christmas Eve

Do you have college stu-
dents returning home for the holi-
days? Are there family members
coming into town to celebrate
Christmas with you?

Our music ministry would
like to extend an invitation to
those who'll be visiting our area
for Christmas and to all college
students who'll be home for the
holidays — join our parish musi-
cians for the 11 p.m. liturgy on
Christmas Eve. Please pass this
invitation along to those spending
Christmas with you. Parishioners
are welcome to make a short-
term commitment and join the
parish musicians to sing at the 11
p-m. Christmas Eve liturgy.

Join us the Thursdays of
Advent — December 1, 8
(following 7 p.m. Mass) & 15 — at
7 p.m. in the parish library.
Gather with us Saturday, Decem-
ber 24 at 9:45 p.m. and share
your talent at the 11 p.m. Mass to
celebrate the Nativity of the Lord.

For more information, or to sign up to

sing, contact Pat Campbell.

Come and experience Christmas Eve in a new way...

...and make singing together at liturgy
part of your family celebration of Christ’s coming among us!!

Christmas Eve Family Choir

This special choir will sing for the 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. liturgy...choose the
one most convenient for you. Rehearsals are as follows:

Sundays , December 4, 11, and 18, from 1 — 3 p.m.
All ages are welcome:
Second grade and older are welcome on their own or with other family members.
Younger children are welcome with their families (knowing that they will have to be
attentive during mass and during rehearsals.) Adults who aren’t accompanied by
children are invited to join us, too.
We’ve overheard past participants saying, “Well be sure to join again next year!”

Contact Pat Campbell at the parish office with any questions about the choir &/or the rehearsals.

ADVENT ITEMS

Stop by the table in the gathering space to find something to help you and your
family celebrate Advent
The Worship and Spiritual Growth Commission is again making a number of resources
available to help us as we journey through Advent. Items for adult reflection include:
*“Little Blue Book for Advent” $1.25
*“Advent Daybreaks”, this year’s author James S Torrens, SJ ** $1.25
*“That You Might Meet Us Doing Right: Shining Advent Light on Our Deepening Relationship
with God for Peace and Justice” Reflections for Advent 2011 from Pax Christi ~ $2.00
*“What Am | Doing for Advent This Year?” $1.00
Many other items are available, including Advent calendars for children with the doors to open each
day. These come with a mailing envelope so you can send one to each of your favorite kids.
Stop by the table in the gathering space to see these items and more! You are sure to find something
to help you celebrate the season of Advent.
** Copies of selections by other authors from past years are also available

“Year of Grace 2012” Calendar

These placemat-sized calendars are $.75. There is also a large, poster-sized laminated calendar (as on the bulletin
board in Holy Family Hall) available for $15. Order one for your home/school!

LIVING LITURGY™
Sunday Missal 2011

The simple yet engaging format of Liv-
ing Liturgy™ Sunday Missal combines
essential liturgical content with the finest
presentation on the market today, this
affordable annual missal provides a ful-
filling Sunday Mass guide for the people
in the pews. Living Liturgy™ Sunday
Missal offers these enriching features:

Gospel reflection for each Sunday
Readings and congregational dia-
logue in 13-point type

Two-color text

Compatible with any hymnal pro-
gram

Affordably priced

Includes the Rite of the Liturgy of
the Word and the Communion Rite
Outside of Mass Annual resource

$5.00. Questions? See Pat Campbell!

LITURGICAL MINISTERS NEEDED!
Your help is needed for December 8 and De-
cember 24. If you could offer your help as a
hospitality ministers (greeter, usher), altar
server, lector or eucharistic minister at the
Masses you plan to attend, you’d be helping
the community a great deal.

We Are Looking for...
A Few Good
Men and Women!

We need retirees or
those with flexible work
schedules to consider offer-
ing their services as adult
altar servers. These people
will serve at parish funerals
on weekdays and teams will
be formed to help with one
Mass per month at the 4 p.m.
and 11:30 a.m. liturgies on
weekends.

Is this something
you would like to pursue?
Please contact Pat Campbell
at the parish office. New
training will take place in
December 2011 and January
2012!

Please check the gathering space
for sign up sheets.
PLEASE NOTE:
IT IS IMPORTANT TO ARRIVE EARLY
FOR THESE LITURGIES. IF THAT IS
NOT POSSIBLE, PLEASE DO NOT SIGN UP.

* Thursday, December 8, Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary — Liturgies at 8:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.
* Christmas Eve, Vigil of the Solemnity of
the Nativity of the Lord — Liturgies Satur-
day at 4 p.m., 6 p.m., & 11 p.m.

* Christmas Day, Solemnity of the Nativity
of the Lord — Liturgy Sunday at 10 a.m.
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New Roman Missal

(continued from page 5)
at the end of the sixth cen-
tury and was erroneously
attributed to Pope Leo |
(440-461). The Old Ge-
lasian Sacramentary (7th-
8th century) had three sec-
tions organized according
to the liturgical year. Ro-
man in origin, it was later
enlarged by Frankish prac-
titioners. The Gregorian
Sacramentary (late eighth
century) was a book in-
tended for the exclusive
use of the pope and even-
tually developed into three
different products. In 785,
Pope Hadrian gave one of
these to Charlemagne (d.
814), who extended its use
throughout his empire. Ex-
tensive additions gradually
were made for local use.
Other liturgical books,
too, were developing in the
first nine centuries. Where
once a Bible had simply

been marked with marginal
notes, it became a more
practical matter to organize
the readings into epistle
books (epistolaries) or gos-
pel books (evangeliaries).
As early as the fifth century,
lectionaries organized se-
lected passages
(pericopes) according to
the liturgical year.

Early church ordos
(plural — ordines) contained
rubrics or instructions for
how the Mass, sacramental
rites and other ceremonies
were to be performed. A
series of famous Roman
Ordines became the norm
for papal, episcopal, mo-
nastic and parochial prac-
tices. All these orders now
provide fascinating
glimpses into how early
worshippers celebrated ini-
tiation, ordinations,
Masses, funerals and even
coronations.

By the end of the first
millennium, the Church was

using full missals, with eve-
rything one would need for
Mass — chant texts from the
antiphonary, readings from
the epistle book and the
gospel book, prayers from
sacramentaries, and in-
structions from the ordines.
[cf. From Age to Age by Ed-
ward Foley, The Liturgical
Press, 2008]

Partly in reaction to the
Reformation, the Council of
Trent (1548-1563) called
for uniformity in the liturgi-
cal books, using Latin, the
language of scholarship.
Soon after, the Church re-
ceived a breviary (1568),
the Missal of Pius V (1570)
and the Roman Ritual
(1614). Using the recently-
invented printing press
(c.1440), the church de-
creed that all dioceses and
religious communities
whose liturgical traditions
were less than 200 years
old would use these books.
Though they underwent

ADVENT

some changes in the next
400 years, they remained
relatively unchanged until
the Second Vatican Council
(1961-1965).

In our next installment,
we’ll trace the history of our
liturgical books since the
Council. In the meantime,
listen carefully to the beau-
tiful texts of our Mass and
appreciate that as you pray,
you are echoing the
prayers of Christians long
before us.

— Rita A. Thiron, director of the Office
of Worship for the Diocese of Lansing.

WELCOMING THE NEW ROMAN MISSAL

History of the Liturgical Books
Part ll: Vatican Il to the Present

After the Council of
Trent (1548-1563), our litur-
gical books remained rela-
tively unchanged for 400
years. Some papal initia-
tives, including the reform
of Holy Week in the 1950s,
created some modest
changes to texts and the
liturgical calendar. But
when Pope John XXIII
called for the 21st ecumeni-
cal council, he wanted an
aggiornamento (“a re-
awakening” “fresh air’) so
that the Church would con-
tinue to be an instrument of
grace in the midst of a
modern world.

One of the hallmarks of
Vatican Il was scholarship!
Experts in liturgical and
Church history called periti
advised the bishops of the

world before, during, and
after their four sessions. In
all, 16 documents were
promulgated by the Coun-
cil. The very first document
of those was passed on
December 4, 1963 —
“Sacrosanctum Consilium,
the Constitution on the Sa-
cred Liturgy.” In this mag-
nificent treatise on the the-
ology of worship and the
central role of liturgy in the
life of the Church, the bish-
ops wrote:
In order that the Chris-
tian people may more
surely derive an abun-
dance of graces from
the liturgy, the Church
desires to undertake
with great care a gen-
eral reform of the liturgy
itself... In this reform

both texts and rites
should be drawn up so
that they may express
more clearly the holy
things they signify and
that the Christian peo-
ple, as far as possible,
are able to understand
them with ease and to
take part in the rites
fully and actively, as
befits a community (SC
21).

The Council decreed
that several key principles
would guide the reform of
our official books. The pri-
mary goal would be the full,
conscious and active par-
ticipation of the people —
their right and duty by rea-
son of their baptism. The
rites would be “marked by

noble simplicity; ...short,
clear and unencumbered
by useless repetitions; ...
written within the people’s
powers of comprehension
and as a rule not require
much explanation” (SC 34).
Toward that end, while
Latin was to be preserved,
the Mass and sacraments,
once again, would be cele-
brated in the language of
the people and acclama-
tions and dialogues would
increase the speaking role
of the assembly. The use
of sacred Scripture would
be greatly expanded and
the Word would be integral
to all liturgical celebrations.
While “bearing witness
to unbroken tradition” and
preserving ancient texts,
(Continued on page 8)



PATS’ ANSWERS TO PERPLEXING QUESTIONS

Our own two Pats (Campbell and Rogan) answer any questions you might have about Church practice, rules, history, tradition and ritual.

Dear Pats,

We have been hearing about the Third Edition of the
Roman Missal for months and we’re finally going to start using
it the First Sunday of Advent. Why the big deal? Why the long
process of implementation? Didn’t our last pope ask for this
new edition? How long does it have to take? What is this
really going to mean as far as faith is concerned?

I don’t mean to sound whiny, but it’s no big deal, right?
We will be saying some things differently, but does that really
require so much “hype”?

You girls always give me the straight information. [
look forward to reading your answer.
Signed,
“New Missal!/Big Deal?”

Dear “New Missal,”

Thanks for your confidence in the Pats! We’ll do our
best to give you the “straight information.”

Your question really had us talking, as the Pats have
taken all of this time to try to adjust to the changes that will take
place! First of all, the Third Edition of the Roman Missal is a
big deal for a few reasons — none of those reasons has anything
to do with changing the tenants of our faith, though.

You’ll read elsewhere in this newsletter a couple of
columns giving the history of our liturgical books. Big changes
took place after Vatican Council 11 and all the rites had to be
translated. It took many years to do all of that.

It is worth noting, too, that this Roman Missal is new
not only to the world’s English-speaking countries, but to coun-
tries throughout the world. Most others have already completed
their translations. A country might have a person who can
translate from the English to their language even if they do not
have someone who can translate from the Latin to their lan-
guage. This is one reason the English translation has taken such
time and has taken on so much importance.

Today, we see the result of translating by a different set
of rules, and this new Roman Missal reflects the first change to
what we pray at Mass since the late 80’s. Before Vatican I1
there hadn’t been much change for 400 years or so — since the
Council of Trent. When put into that context, the years that
have passed since Pope John Paul II asked for the new Missal in
2000 don’t seem quite so long, but we agree that 11 years is a
long time. The Pats will simply say that 11 years is but a drop
in the bucket in the history of Christianity.

Waiting just isn’t one of the things we do best. The introduc-
tion of this Roman Missal, Third Edition, just as the season of
waiting and anticipation (Advent) begins draws our attention to
the waiting and anticipating our church has been doing for the
last few years.

Will this new Roman Missal change our celebrations?
Yes, we’ll have some different words to say, and that might
make us pay more attention than when we had everything
memorized. Our priests have the most text changes to make, so
they’ll have a lot of challenge in these next few months, but
their challenge can be an opportunity for us to listen and hear
things in a new way. The Pats are a bit nervous about how

smoothly the changes will happen here at Blessed Sacrament
and throughout the Church, but we are confident that our litur-
gies will still be celebrations of the wonderful Catholic Chris-
tian faith we share.

We hope that you find the new words we pray to be
helpful on your own faith journey. We trust that the newness
will have a strengthening effect and that it won’t be uncomfort-
able for long. One definition of “liturgy” is “the work of the
people.” It may take a bit more work to adjust to change, but,
in the long run, we’ll soon be trying to remember what our re-
sponses used to be!

What has seemed like “hype” has been an attempt to
invite all Catholics to look at the way we celebrate the faith. In
the world of church, just trying to get the word out to everyone
takes a lot of time. The Pats are pretty sure that there will be
some surprised people at mass on Christmas Eve!

Just keep praying, and we’ll see that the Roman Mis-
sal, Third Edition is an addition to our faith lives!

Yours in Christ, The Pats

New Roman Missal

(Continued from page 7)

the rites would provide richer options to address a variety
of pastoral needs and circumstances. For example, the
Council called for the restoration of the ancient catechu-
menate process — what you now experience as the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). The Order of Mass
would be streamlined by eliminating various devotional
practices that had crept into our liturgy over the centuries.
Now it more closely resembles the practices of the Early
Church and allows us to focus on the paschal mystery of
Christ.

In the reform of the Liturgical Year, the Church re-
stored greater prominence to the Sacred Triduum and to
Sunday as the primordial feast. Saints from every era and
continent were recognized in the reformed calendar.

All of this required new books! The texts were created
by a committee of experts (Consilium) and were released
in Latin. Then, each conference of bishops had authority
to translate them into their own language groups.

The Roman Ritual (our book of rites) was published in
separate volumes containing the reformed texts for the
Rite of Baptism for Children, Rite of Penance, Rite of Mar-
riage, the Book of Blessings, etc. The Roman Missal (our
book for the celebration of Mass) was, once again, printed
as separate books for very practical reasons — a Sacra-
mentary that contained the prayers; the Lectionary that
contained the readings, the Book of Gospels, etc. The first
edition came out in 1969 and was fully translated into Eng-
lish by 1974. A “second edition” (with its slight modifica-
tions) was promulgated in 1975 and the English translation
of it appeared in 1985 (this is our current text). In 2000,
Pope John Paul Il, issued a “third typical edition”
(continued on page 15)



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & FORMATION

BY BRENDA ANTENUCCI

FFS 2011-2012

Our Blessed Sacrament Faith Formation program is off to a
great start for this year. We have a wonderful, dedicated group
of volunteer catechists and helpers!

Please thank the following for their energy and dedica-
tion to teaching our faith to the children!

Pre K: Mrs. Kim Clark

Kindergarten: Mrs. Jill Alvetro, Mrs. Lonnie Isenberg
I grade: Ms. Laura Janus, Mrs. Brenda DeMonica

2" grade: Mrs. Ginny Lucarelli

3" grade: Mrs. Mary Brown

4" grade: Mrs. Laurie Faulk, Mrs. Connie Mongelluzzo
5™ grade: Ms. Catherine Campbell

6" grade: Mrs. Loretta Anderson

7" grade: Ms. Lizzy Pugh

8" grade: Mr. and Mrs. Steve Kelly

Mpr. Daniel Goffos, Jr., Ms. Alexa Goffos, and Mrs. Mary

Goffos (FFS office staff)

One of the activities we started the year with was a pet
blessing to honor St. Francis. We brought in pictures of our
pets and prayed outside in the brick garden area on a beautiful
Sunday morning in October. We have been educated by Mrs.
Campbell about the Revised Roman Missal and have been
learning the new responses. For a service project we brought in
household supplies to support the new Catholic Charities ven-
ture called Harriet’s Cupboard. The project is named in mem-
ory of Harriet Labedz, who worked for 20 years for Catholic
Charities and often bought household items out of her own
money and gave them to her clients who couldn’t afford them.
Thank you to all who have participated in this effort. We look
forward to many other activities as we continue to learn, pray,
and grow together as disciples of Christ!

The FFS schedule for the remainder of the year is:
Blessed Sacrament FFS 2011-2012
(Sundays 10:10AM-11:20AM)
December: 4, 18
*Communal Reconciliation at 4:00, Dec. 11*
January: 8, 22, 29...February: 5, 12, 26...
March: 4, 11, 18, 25...April: 15, 22, 29
May 6, 13, 20
*Please note: No morning FFS
Dec. 11, Jan. 15, or Feb. 19. April 1, April 8
Confirmation April 29, 2:00 (No FES for 8" grade)
8" srade parents—no morning FFS when vour teen has
Confirmation on Sunday night
First Reconciliation January 23, 6:30 p.m.
First Communion May 5/6 (No FFS for 2" grade),

Confirmation Preparation

Our eighth graders are preparing for Confirmation on Sunday,
April 29 at2 p.m. They have chosen their sponsors, attended
2 catechetical sessions, and experienced their retreat.

This year’s retreat was conducted by members of the
youth ministry team from the Jesuit Spiritual Center in Mil-
ford, Ohio. This is the same center where our youth ministry
students have spent their last 2 summer mission trips.

The next part of the preparation process will be par-

ticipation in a third catechetical session with an adult (parent/
sponsor) on Sunday, December 11 from 6-8 p.m.
It is exciting to lead this energetic group of young people as
they prepare to be adult participants in our faith community.
Many of you have taken prayer cards and we all continue to
pray that enlivened by the Spirit, they will

“Renew the face of the earth”!

First Reconciliation

Our second graders are preparing to celebrate the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation on Monday, January 23 at 6:30
p-m. Our first parent preparation session is on Sunday, De-
cember 4 at 10:10 in the chapel.

The second session is on Sunday, January 8 in
Reagan Hall, for parents and their child.

Please work on your books together as you model for
your children God’s unconditional love and forgiveness. Our
parent preparation sessions are mandatory as we seek to fulfill
our responsibilities as outlined in the Code of Canon Law and
the National Catechetical Directory: “Parents have a right and
duty to be intimately involved in preparing their children for
[sacraments]. Catechesis aims to help parents grow in under-
standing and appreciation of the [sacrament] and participate
readily in catechizing their children”.

Thank you for your participation in and dedication to
these programs, as we work together to prepare our children for
life in the community as Catholic Christians!

First Communion

First Communion will be celebrated at Blessed Sacrament dur-
ing the weekend of May 5/6. Families with second graders
may start thinking about which Mass seems best for your cele-
bration.

The preparation sessions for First Communion are
February 12 (parents only), March 4 (with child); the re-
treat is April 22 from 10:10 a.m.-2:30p.m. Please mark your
calendars with these important dates.

A letter and registration form for First Eucharist will
be sent out in January 2012.




PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Sunday February 5, 2012

Reagan Hall

10—11:30 a.m. =

Sponsored by 2012 Confirmation Students

LITTLE ROCK SCRIPTURE STUDY
TOUCHING the MYSTERIES:

SCRIPTURE & the ROSARY

The focus of this study is on
the biblical stories that pro-
vide background for the
mysteries of the rosary. The
stories of Jesus are the best
way to focus our prayer,
and the rosary has provided
a traditional format for do-
ing this over the centuries.
After an overview session,
each of the four remaining
sessions is devoted to a set
of mysteries—Joyful, Lu-
minous, Sorrowful, and
Glorious.

The study takes place on
Tuesday evenings begin-

ning January 17 and ending
February 13 — a five-week
study.

Evening prayer takes place
at 7 p.m. in the chapel on
the nights of the study. The
study itself begins at 7:30 in
the parlor. Registration will
take place January 7/8 and
14/15 after all the Masses or
in the parish office during
the week. The cost is
$18.00 (for the commentary

and study guide).

“Touching the Mysteries: Scripture
and the Rosary” may be taken for
7.5 continuing education units —
general.

“At Home With the Word” 2012

You’ll find all of the readings for the Sundays of the new liturgi-
cal year (beginning with the First Sunday of Advent — November
27,2011 and ending with Christ the King — November 25, 2012).
This book invites you to be at home with God’s word. The word,
as it will be heard on the upcoming Sunday, will nourish you all
week long to act on God’s word in the world, as you prepare to
hear the scripture proclaimed at Sunday liturgy.

Copies are now available, and can be purchased in the gathering
space after any weekend Mass or in the parish office. $6. “Large
Print” editions $7. This resource can be helpful in deepening the

experience of weekend liturgy all year long. These books make

great Christmas gifts!

Giving Thanks
(Continued from p. 1)

...my Mom and Dad, rela-
tives, for supporting me and
pay like a lot of money for
me to come to this school for
a education and I thank all

my teachers for teaching me.
Destiny, 3B

...my family because they

love me and support me.
John, 4B

...a home because without
one I couldn’t survive in cold
weather. Bronson, 4B
...my warm bed, it is very
comfortable, if I did not have

a bed I would be so cold.
Ottavio, 4B

...my family, my teacher, and
my parish, my friends, my
cat and dog, my home, and
my school, my clothes, and
my neighbors. I am blessed.
Olivia, 5A
...all of these lovely things.
God gives me everything that
I need. My family gives me
love and care. Nature gives
me joy. Friends give me
happiness. My teachers give
me education. I am so thank-
ful! Gina, 5A
...everything in my life...my
family and how they love
me...my little puppy who
loves and cuddles with
me...my loving and nice

teacher...my sister Kelsey for
always loving me...for the
best godmother ever.

Haley, 5A
...being alive, and everyone
in my life, my soul and in my
mind...that I have 2 legs to
help me walk, and 2 arms to
help me hug people and write
things, that I can see, because
I can see nature, and that I
can talk to God and to my
family and friends. | have an
amazing family...I love that |
am able to come to a private
school...I have wonderful
friends. Anonymous, 5A

It’s not too late to consider Catholic education for your children.

John F. Kennedy School Catholic School

Catholic Schools Week: January 29—February 4, 2012
Mr. Joseph Kenneally, Principal, Lower Campus, 330-372-2375
Ms. Staci Raab, Principal, Upper Campus, 330-369-1804

On the web at www.warrenjfk.com
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ALL RINGS &

NATIONS

MEN’S PRAYER
BREAKFAST

Join together with the men of the
parish for Men’s Prayer Breakfast
at 7 a.m. at Panera Bread on Elm
Rd. The group will meet the first
Monday monthly, and weekly dur-
ing Advent and Lent. All men of
the parish are welcome! Bring a
friend!

Nov 28; Dec 5, 12, & 19 2011;
Jan 2, Feb 6, & Mar 5 2012

WOMEN’S PRAYER
BREAKFAST

Join us the first Wednesday of the
month for 8:30 a.m.
morning Mass in the Chapel,
followed by discussion
in Holy Family Hall.

Open to all women of the parish!
Bring a friend!

Dec 2,2011;

Jan 2, Feb 6, & Mar 52012



Youth Minister
(Continued from page 1)

with the liturgical choir, hospi-
tality ministry and as a lay
leader of prayer.

In high school, she
participated in Youth Ministry
and attended two National
Catholic Youth Conferences.
She studied Catholic Social
Teaching while nurturing a
dream of doing a full year of
service one day. She realized
that dream just last year, fol-

sation. Reluctantly, we said
goodbye and promised to con-
tinue our communication via
email.

Lizzy was kind
enough to share a great deal
about her background and how
she came to be here at Blessed
Sacrament. She grew up pri-
marily in Youngstown, a

daughter of Tom and Lori
Pugh of St. Christine’s parish.
Lizzy is the youngest of five
children, with three older sis-
ters and one older brother. She
lists as her interests knitting,
writing, music, reading, puz-
zles, baking, learning guitar
and playing with her nephews,
Michael and Ryan.

After learning about
all that Lizzy, in her relative
youth, has accomplished, it
quickly became apparent
that she has a great deal of
both energy and enthusi-
asm coupled with tremen-
dous dedication. She
speaks of her mother as a
role model; Lizzy says that [sd§
she “...inadvertently shad-
owed my mother as she 1y
worked in the diocese as a
director of religious education
and a youth minister at various
parishes. | was always amazed
at her ability to really catch
people’s interest and organize
amazing programs for the
young people.” Clearly, the
desire to serve was kindled
within Lizzy at a young age.

Lizzy reports a very
active faith life throughout
high school and college. In
college, she was involved in
the federal work study program
as a tutor, teacher’s aide, stu-
dent trainer and office assistant
for the College Academy of
Tutoring Program which pro-
vides assistance to children in
some of the most poverty
stricken schools. At St.
Mary’s, she found a niche in
the campus ministry commu-
nity as a peer minister, working

Getting to know Lizzy are
Kathryn Safireed (above),
Alyson Pierce (right) and
Linda Amadei (below)

for the young people...”

lowing her graduation from St.
Mary’s College, when she be-
came a member of the Capu-
chin Franciscan Volunteer
Corps, East, which is part of
the AmeriCorps Program.
During this year, she worked
with children and teen mothers
in inner-city Cleveland while
living in a community with
four other volunteers. They
dedicated themselves to com-
munity, simple living, prayer
and service. Of this experience
Lizzy states, “‘Life-changing’
is an understatement to de-
scribe how all the people I en-
countered in that time affected
me. I discovered how much I

truly enjoy working with teens,
and [ am so glad.”

Lizzy further explains
that her time working at St.
Mary’s with the CAT program
“...helped me to truly make the
transition from sympathy to
compassion in work with those
in need, as well as to develop
greater patience and under-
standing. I also became in-
trigued and empowered to
learn as much as I could
about vital issues. It lita
fire in my Converse sneak-
ers to get out and do, as
well as a desire to share that
fire. This work, in combi-
nation with my year of ser-

vice in Cleveland, led me to
become a youth minister. ...All
my experiences have brought
me closer and closer to the be-

Lizzy reflects on her mother, her role model...
“I was always amazed at her ability to really catch
people’s interest and organize amazing programs

lief that our faith isn’t only
praying during mass...Our life
as Catholics shouldn’t be fin-
ished for the week the minute
we leave the parking lot. Our
faith is every day, everywhere
in our lives...St. Francis put it
best, ‘Preach the Gospel at all
times and when necessary, use
words.”

Lizzy’s youth belies
the obvious depth of her spiri-
tuality and her knowledge of
her faith. I have heard her de-
scribed by others as a
“fireball”, shoring up her own
description of the fire which
has been lit inside herself. She
speaks of her work with teen-
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agers with warmth, respect and
dedication: “Teenagers are
eager to know why, to explore,
and to push the limits. This
extends to their faith lives as
well, leading them to dive
deeper into their faith in search
of answers to their questions.
... They have this drive to un-
derstand and to know the rea-
sons behind something...they
can be serious when the time
calls for it, but they also know
how to smile and have a great
time.”

When asked how she
chose to take the job at Blessed
Sacrament, Lizzy speaks of our
parish community with the
same warmth and respect,
“After...doing a little home-
work on Blessed Sacrament, [
decided it was a great fit. This
is truly a wonderful parish
community, and I couldn’t wait
to get started. I already enjoy
being here working not only
with our teens, but also all the
parish...I love how welcoming
and warm this parish is. Eve-
ryone seems eager to help.

The teens are really enthusias-
tic about what’s planned, and
that is so contagious. ... This is
an amazing group of young
people...I can’t wait to do
more, and get things going for
our junior high, too!*

I asked Lizzy if there
was anything she would like to
say to our parish community,
and this is how she responded,
“I want to say a big “Thank
You” to the parish for being so
amazing and welcoming. It’s a
joy to be here with you all!”

Lizzy, to you, I'd like to
reply with a big “Thank You”
for choosing us!




EVANGELIZATION, FELLOWSHIP, &
FAMILY LIFE

PARISH OFFICE HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

The parish offices will be closed Friday, December 23 and
Monday, December 26 for the Christmas holiday. The parish
offices will also be closed Monday, January 2 in observance of
New Year’s Day holiday. The parish will open on Tuesday,
January 3, 2012, 8:30am-4pm.

We will not celebrate Morning Mass
or have a Communion Service on these days.

Eucharistic Bread Bakers
Needed

Are you willing to help prepare eucharistic bread for
our weekend liturgies of Advent? Please mark your calendar
and join us in the school kitchen any Saturday during Advent.
Most Saturdays we will meet at 11:00 a.m. (this will change to
1 p.m. if there is a morning funeral). Saturday, December 3 we
will meet at 1 p.m.

We welcome elementary aged children through adults —
join in the fun! We’ll work together to prepare two batches of
the bread. The bread we make is VERY simple — only involving
whole wheat flour, white flour and hot water. That’s it! We
knead the dough, let it rest, shape it and cut it. With a few hands
we are able to accomplish this preparation in one hour and enjoy
some fellowship time, too!

Please join us in the kitchen on any or all of these Sat-
urdays: November 26, December 3 (1:00 p.m.), 10 and 17.

ALL ARE WELCOME!!

LITURGICAL MINISTRY RETREAT

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2012
Following 5:30 p.m. Mass and Soup Supper
Designed for those who so willingly serve our parish as a
Liturgical Minister, yet open to all!

e A

| CASINO NIGHT ;
: & TEXAS HOLD ‘EM |
; Saturday, February 11,2012 !
i Blessed Sacrament’s Covelli Gymnasium !
i Call the parish office for early registration information! !

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Blessed Sacrament Parish
is to grow as a faith community,
in which the members,
through their loving ministry to one another,
create an atmosphere in which faith, strengthened
by the Eucharist and the love of Christ,
is experienced.

In this faith community,
the members are encouraged to respond
to God’s call by ministering to the needs of others
and by bringing the good news of Christ
to the World through the use of their
individual and collective gifts.

DA

BAPTISM INFORMATION

At least one of the parents of the child to be baptized must
be a practicing Catholic (attending Mass regularly). There
also needs to be at least one practicing, confirmed Catholic
in good standing with the Church to serve as Godparent.
Please consider seriously the responsibility that is placed
on the Godparents before choosing them for your child.
Also, consider the responsibility that is yours as parents, a
responsibility that cannot be fulfilled if the parents only
have a lukewarm faith life.

Please call the Parish Office to register for
Baptismal Preparation class:

* January 8 & March 18, 2012 at 1 pm *

WEDDING INFORMATION

Diocesan regulations require a six-month minimum
advance notice in order to celebrate a wedding.
Prospective wedding couples should call the parish office
to schedule a date, and at the same time, should contact
the pastor to begin the pre-marriage preparation. This
preparation requires at least four meetings with the priest-
celebrant, and some form of pre-Cana, preferably several
sessions with a sponsor couple from the parish or a
weekend Engaged Encounter.




KUDOS !

Congratulations to Kim Clark, pictured at right, who was recently inducted into the Trumbull
County Sports Hall of Fame! Kim graduated from Howland High School, Class of 1989. During her
years at the high school, Kim was active in basketball, track, softball and soccer.

Congratulations to Blessed Sacrament’s Ladies Bridge Club, Ann Guarnieri and Olga Hoffman,
Polly Waldeck and Wanda Paganelli, Lucille Bayman and Alda Lee Battista, recently announced as
winners in the 2010-2011 club competition.

Congratulations to Sam Eartly, senior at Warren Harding High School, who along with his team
at Harding participated in the Trumbull County Prep Bowl and were undefeated, defeating rival
Howland twice in that tournament. The team was comprised of all juniors at the time of their suc-
cess. Sam is currently a member of our Parish Pastoral Council.

Contributed photo

Many thanks to all of the phone callers who so graciously call on volunteers to request meal items for our Mercy Meal funeral
lunches. Also, a big thank you to all the volunteers who provide meal items for our lunches, the families are so appreciative of a
fine meal when they have lost a family member. If you are interested in helping in this ministry, please call Alice 330.637.0931
(don’t forget to ask Alice for the cheesy potato recipe!!) or Mary Grace 330.372.5883 and leave your contact information. We
especially need phone callers as well as servers, who can serve at the luncheon after the funeral.

SOCIAL ACTION in WARREN

Thank you to the many Blessed
Sacrament parishioners and members of
the community who recently wrote let-
ters to Warren City Council members in
making efforts to change licensing laws
which have permitted Asian Massage
Parlors in the Warren area to flourish
for years. This issue first came to the
forefront in the fall of 2010 as members
of Mahoning Valley Organizing Col-
laborative (MVOC) started local orga-
nizing efforts and looked to establish
goals for the Warren area. Many people
in the Warren area expressed concern
about the ten Asian Massage Parlors.
The possibility of human trafficking
taking place in these local “massage”
establishments is evident.

Our Catholic Bishops have
stated:

“It is in this “supply and demand”
global environment that human traf-
fickers flourish, promising unsuspect-
ing victims an opportunity to travel to
a foreign land for employment and
housing. At the end of the journey,
they find coercion, abuse, entrapment,
and exploitation in a brothel, a mas-
sage parlor, an illicit factory, or an
agricultural outpost. By the time they

are discovered, if ever,

they are traumatized by

physical, mental, and psy-
chological abuse in the roles of pros-
titutes, domestic servants, or manual
laborers.” (from USCCB’s Committee on
Migration statement entitled On Human
Trafficking).

With this in mind the MVOC
organized several meetings highlighting
the important issue of human trafficking
and spoke with many concerned citi-
zens who have been diligently working
to get licensing laws changed. Letters
were sent to encourage Warren City
Council to adopt new and comprehen-
sive legislation concerning these mas-
sage parlors in order to curtail prostitu-
tion and the possibility of human traf-
ficking occurring here.

The legislative changes proposed by
MVOC are based on models from the
following:

* Polaris Project—Maodel Elements of
Massage Parlor Ordinance; polaris-
project.org.

* Walnut Creek, CA—Chapter 6-11,
Massage Services

* Walnut Creek, CA Massage Estab-
lishment/Technician Permit Applica-
tion and Checklist
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The U.S. Bishops, Catholic Chari-
ties, Humility of Mary Sisters, and
MANY other Catholic organizations
have written, spoken out, and acted to
try and solve this serious issue. Laws
are being changed in our nation and
state to try to prevent human trafficking
in all its forms. The Warren City Coun-
cil and law department are being pres-
sured to change existing laws about
massage parlors which could possibly
be brothels, and hiding victims of sex
trafficking.

The MVOC Human Trafficking
CORE team has subdivided into two
groups: Policy and Action, and Rescue
and Restore. The Policy and Action
group is working with the Warren City
Council and Law Department concern-
ing the Asian Massage Parlors in War-
ren. The Rescue and Restore commit-
tee is working to establish a local tri-
county Rescue and Restore Coalition to
help identify victims and get them the
assistance that is needed. Their efforts
commenced with a September 2011 trip
to Columbus to learn from the Central
Ohio Rescue and Restore Coalition
(CORRC). Their first action was to
sponsor a local social service roundta-
ble attended by representatives of local
agencies such as Someplace Safe,

(Continued on page 14)



SERVICE & JUSTICE

FAMILY SOUP KITCHEN

The Family Soup Kitchen Ministry Team will prepare and
serve meals at the St. Vincent de Paul dining hall on the
following Saturdays, 9am-2pm...

Dec. 17,2011; Jan. 21, Feb. 18, 2012

This dedicated and hard-working group prepares a meal on the
scheduled Saturday mornings, and enjoys
the meal in company with the guests who
arrive that day.

Volunteers can also help by preparing a
dessert to serve with the meal; bring it to
the parish office by Friday at 2pm for use
the next day. If you are interested in

helping in this ministry, call Dan Goffos 330.372.6147.

BAG IT,
BRING IT

RELAY for LIFE

There are many ways

We will collect YOU
dry food/ can become involved
&lor

canned goods

the third week-

end monthly to
restock the St. Vincent de Paul

support our Parish Team!
* Delicious holiday treats!
Christmas cookie & nut roll
orders taken November 26 &

ST. VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY
ANNUAL GIVING TREE

Last Christmas because of your generosity,

St. Vincent de Paul Society of Blessed Sacra-

ment Parish was able to distribute 205 Christ-

mas baskets to needy families in the Trumbull

County area. We are planning on distributing 200+ Christmas
baskets again this year.

The Christmas tree will be on display in the gathering space
starting the Saturday after Thanksgiving, through the 1% three
weeks in December. There will be various donation cards on
the tree that you can choose from.

We would like to thank you in advance for your generous
donations to our giving tree this season.

Many blessings to your families throughout the new year!!

Society pantry.

In November, you will
have the opportunity to bring
your bag to Mass the third or
fourth weekend, or when you
come to Mass on Thanksgiv-
ing morning, Thursday No-

27, & December 3 & 4.
Ready for pickup on Decem-
ber 10 & 11. Payment due
with order!

* Entertainment Books
2012...for $30/copy, Youngs-
town area edition, OR you
can purchase copies for other

vember 24. major cities, too! GREAT

stocking-stuffer!

* Stop by to peek at our
queen-size quilt, prepared in
Springtime stacked 4-patch,
to be raffled at the Relay for
Life event in May 2012!

Proceeds from these sales benefit American
Heart Association’s Relay for Life

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Heart Walk Team

10th Annual

PASTA
COOK-
OFF &

WINE TASTING

Sunday, February 26
Doors to Covelli Gym

open at 12:30 p.m.
Tickets on sale Feb. 1!

Proceeds benefit American Heart
Association Start! Heart Walk

Contact Paula
in the parish office with any
questions about how you
can make a difference
in the fight
against cancer.
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Social Action in Warren (Continued from page 13)
Catholic Charities, Beatitude House, Warren Family Mission,
and Rape Crisis. This group will expand and continue to
grow as strategies are implemented to help victims, educate
service providers, and raise awareness in our community.

If you would like to get involved with any of these efforts
please contact Fr. Eisweirth, Fr. McCarthy, or Brenda An-
tenucci. For more information about Human Trafficking,
Asian Massage Parlors, and the local Human Trafficking
Core team, go to polarisproject.org, mvorganizing.org, or
usccb.org/about/human-trafficking.

Surprising facts about human trafficking

e There are more human slaves in the world today than
ever before in history.

e Human trafficking is one of the fastest growing crimi-
nal enterprises because it holds relatively low risk with
high profit potential. Criminal organizations are in-
creasingly attracted to human trafficking because
unlike drugs, humans can be sold repeatedly.

o Ohio has several characteristics that may be condu-
cive to sex and labor trafficking. For example, it has
several large urban centers, and much of the state’s
rural counties are producers of agriculture, both of
which encompass significant immigrant and transient
populations. Ohio is also close to the Canadian bor-
der and the eastern seaboard, so beyond being a des-
tination state, it could serve as a transit point to other
states. Ohio has a good interstate highway system.
(RAND, 2007)

e According to the U.S. State Department, human traf-
ficking is one of the greatest human challenges of this
century, both in the United States and around the

world.
Source: http://facts.randomhistory.com/human-trafficking-facts.html

By Brenda Antenucci




