Blessed Sacrament

B ARES

0 Reeves

Rd. Warren, Ohio 44483

A STEWARDSHIP COMMUNITY

MASSES
Regular Schedule: Saturday: 4:00 p.m.; Sunday: 9:00 & 11:30a.m.
Holy Days: 8:30 am. & 7 p.m. Weekdays: 8:30 a.m.
Summer Schedule: Saturday: 4:00 p.m.; Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend)

FAITH FORMATION: Grades Pre-K—High School, Sunday 10:10—11:20 a.m.
SACRAMENT of PENANCE: Saturdays 3:00-3:45 p.m.

Communal celebrations are held during Advent and Lent

Bereavement Sessions:
Parish Office to register.

Infant Baptisms: (No Baptisms in Lent) Baptisms normally are celebrated the fourth weekend
of the month during Mass. Parent preparation sessions are required and are held in January,
March, May, July, September and November. Advance registration required.

A six-week session will be scheduled twice during the year. Call the

Marriages: Contact the pastor at least six months in advance to arrange for a wedding date.
Plan to attend the marriage preparation program.

Christian Initiation of Adults: Any adult or child interested in joining or learning more
about the Catholic faith is invited to be a part of this process. For further information contact the
parish office.

Ministry to the Sick and Aged:

Eucharist - Parish staff are available for visitation to the sick as requested. Lay ministers from
the parish are also available to bring Eucharist to homes.

Anointing of the Sick - Primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual strengthening. If
you desire this sacrament or know anyone desiring this sacrament, please call the priest. A com-
munal service is scheduled annually in the fall. The sacrament will also be available following
Saturday afternoon Mass on the fourth Saturday of each month.

Visitation of the Sick - Notify the parish office if you or a loved one is in the hospital.

Altar Servers: Students in grade 5 & up are encouraged to become altar servers.
sessions are held in August & September. Call the parish office for information.

The Transportation Committee: The Transportation Committee provides volunteer trans-
portation to persons who cannot drive, due to age, infirmity or economic restrictions. If you
would like to help or know of someone in need of transportation, contact Judy Stanfar at 330-369-
4908.

Registration: New parishioners may pick up packets the third weekend of each month in the
gathering space after all Masses. You then must call the parish office for an appointment to regis-
ter your family. Appointments are scheduled at your convenience.

Training

Nursery: Parents are encouraged to take advantage of the nursery, which is available during the
9:00 and 11:30 am (11:00 am) Masses.

Prayer Chain: Please contact Rosemary Blicher at 330-372-2867 with your prayer requests.
Bulletin Deadline: Monday 12:00 Noon

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Thomas C. Eisweirth, Pastor
Rev. Thomas J. McCarthy, In Residence
Pat Campbell,

Director of Music and Worship
Brenda Antenucci,

Director of Religious Education
Elizabeth Pugh, Youth Minister
Joanne Gilbert, Business Manager
Karen Lazor, Administrative Assistant
Paula Pierce, Communications Director

Parish Office: ............. 330-372-2215
Web: www.e-blessedsacramentparish.org

Fax Number: ............... 330-372-6380
John F. Kennedy Catholic School,

Lower Campus: ......... 330-372-2375
Web: ... www.warrenjfk.com
Fax: .o 330 372-2465

PARISH
PASTORAL COUNCIL

Michelle Dohar.......... 330-856-9247

Sam Eartly................ 330-306-0607

Lisa Gysegem............ 330-856-8151

Steve Kelly............... 330-637-0862

Emily Kohut.............. 330-638-5425

Rick Latell................ 330-856-1407

Des LauX.................. 330-372-3311

Samm Lewis............. 724-456-0067

Rich Rollo................ 330-372-1933

Kathryn Safreed..........330-637-2732

Patricia Salcone.......... 330-856-3246

Adam Solich.............. 330-856-3781

Lisa Stowell...............330-856-7619

Ray Tisone................ 330-856-9500

Bob Ward................. 330-856-7541

Jeff Wollet................ 330-637-6441

The mission of Blessed Sacrament Parish is to grow as a faith community ‘in which the members, through their loving ministry
to one another, create an atmosphere in which faith, strengthened by the Eucharist and the love of Christ, is experienced.
In this faith community, the members are encouraged to respond to God’s call by ministering to the needs of others
and bringing the good news of Christ to the World through the use of their individual and collective gifts.
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PASTOR’S COLUMN

Reflecting on the Word

What do you seek in a new year?

birth of Jesus? Consider the blessing the
Lord ordered Moses to give to Aaron and
his sons to speak to the people of Israel.
God offered them a blessing that brings
divine protection through God'’s gracious
presence, revealing a God who intends to
look kindly upon and give peace to the
chosen people.

Our annual celebration of Christmas
extends these same blessings into God’s plan that we
become adopted into the family of God by our birth in
Christ through baptism. We are given not only the freedom
that comes from being made children of God, taken up into
a relationship allowing us to call God Abba (Father), but
also to consider ourselves as heirs and inheritors of our
God’s kingdom when we pass from this life to eternal life.

The name Jesus means “God saves.” This is the

message of this season: God became one
of us to save us, to seek us out and to bring
us into communion with the God who is
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We are invited
o think of ourselves as part of the family of
the Trinity. Mary is set before us every first
day of the new year as the woman who
ponders this wonderful mystery of God-
become-human from the beginning. She
gently extends to us an invitation to quiet
reflection, prayer, and praise.

Responding to the Word

Mary, mother of Jesus, God’s Son and our Savior,
you were ever attentive to what God was asking of you,
keeping the law of Moses, but also open to hearing and
obeying God’s ongoing call in your life. Pray for us to be
attentive to what God will say and ask of us during this new

year of grace. Amen.
from Living the Word, Scripture Reflections and Commentaries
for Sundays and Holy Days, Year B, Nov 27, 2011-Nov 25, 2012

MASSES FOR THE WEEK

Sunday, January 1

9:00 am Larry Furniss (Ruth Crowe)
11:30 am Gift of Love (Mary Scialabba)
Monday, January 2 No Mass or Communion Service
Tuesday, January 3

8:30 am Mary Ann Romanelli (David & Carol Toboz)
Wednesday, January 4

8:30 am Deceased members of Broadbent & Farley

Families (James Broadbent)

Thursday, January 5

8:30 am Estella Welthew (Carmella Gould)
10:00 am Renaissance

Mack Rozzano (G. Earl Mowrey & Co.)

Friday, January 6

8:30 am Carmel Julian (Albert & Gloria Kosiba)
Saturday, January 7

4:00 pm Norma Fenwick (Angie Satullo);

All Parishioners Living & Deceased

Sunday, January 8

9:00 am Dr. Thomas Kraft (Mercy Meal Ministry)
11:30 am Vincent Cetrone (Tom & Karen Lazor)

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
ALL THOSE ON OUR PRAYER CHAIN

FAMILY PERSPECTIVE by Bud Ozar
The gospel tells us “Mary kept all these things, pondering
them in her heart.” We would do well to imitate Mary in
our New Year’s resolution, reflecting on all the blessings
that God has given us.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Is 60: 1-6 / Eph 3: 2-3a, 5-6 / Mt 2: 1-12

IN MEMORIAM
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Charlotte E.
Carillio, mother of Kathy Mariani; of Edward G. Lawlor,
Jr., husband of Evelyn; and of Julia T. Hicks, mother of
Cynthia Gorse. May they rest in peace.

RESPECT LIFE

The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
The Church considers it her duty to defend in our society as a
whole the truths and values in which the very dignity of man is
at stake. Accordingly, to mention one particularly important
point, we have no right to judge whether an individual is
“already a person” or “still a person,” and even less is it up to

us to manipulate the human being or even to wish to do so.
~Pope Benedict XVI, Address to the Hon. Reinhard

National Migration Week, January 8-14, 2012
Just as on the road to Emmaus, Christ's disciples met
him in the guise of a stranger. This year's theme helps
remind us that Christ makes himself present to each of us
in the lonesome traveler, the newcomer and the migrant.
We are called to open our hearts and provide hospitality
to those in need. Please check the USCCB website
www.usccb.org/about/migration-and-refugee-services/
national-migration-week/.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES’

“KEEP THE KIDS WARM?” Collection January 8, 2012
Please be generous next weekend in this campaign for
utility assistance, for families served by
Catholic Charities throughout our diocese.
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The Week Ahead
Sunday, January 1
9:00 a.m. Mary, the Holy Mother of God Mass
11:30 a.m. Mary, the Holy Mother of God Mass
Monday, January 2  Parish offices closed
7:00 a.m. Men'’s Prayer Breakfast (Panera)
10:30 a.m. AA Meeting (Providence Center)
Tuesday, January 3 Feed My Sheep
12:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross for Peace (Church)
8:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Providence Center)
Wednesday, January 4
2:20 p.m. Destination Imagination (Providence Center)
5:30 p.m. Zumba (Reagan Hall)
7:00 p.m. Parish Council (Providence Center)
Thursday, January 5
6:00 p.m. Scouts (Reagan Hall, Providence Center)
7:00 p.m. Musicians’ Rehearsal (Parish Library)
Saturday, January 7
9:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Providence Center)
11:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Providence Center)
Sunday, January 8
7:30 a.m. Misa en Espariol (Chapel)
10:10 a.m. FFS classes
10:10 a.m. Coffee & Donuts (Holy Family Hall)
12:30 p.m. Christmas decorations down (Church)
1:00 p.m. Baptismal Preparation (Parlor)
6:00 p.m. Confirmation Session (HFH/Parlor/Chapel/Church)

STATIONS OF THE CROSS FOR PEACE
Join us the first Tuesday of the month, January 3, to pray
the Stations of the Cross for Peace. Simply meet in the
church at noon. This prayer will take less than a half hour
and will involve spoken prayer along with simple singing.
Join with others to give voice to your desire for peace in
the New Year.

MUSICIANS PLEASE NOTE!

Regular Thursday rehearsals resume Jan 5 at 7 p.m.

Misa en Espaiiol
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 7:30 a.m. in the chapel

EVENING PRAYER
We next pray Evening Prayer on Monday, Jan 9, the
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (the closing day of
Christmas Time). Prayer begins at 7 p.m. Plan to join in
this ancient prayer of the church as you continue that
resolution, to make more time for prayer in 2012!

January is Poverty in America Awareness Month
Today, millions of Americans — and 1 in 6 children — are liv-
ing below the poverty line. They live in families who are of
necessity making hard choices between food, health care, heat
and rent. What can you do to promote Poverty in America
Awareness month? Visit old.usccb.org/cchd/povertyusa/
povamer.shtml for more information. Contact Brian Corbin in
the diocesan offices for local information or for ideas on how to
get involved, 330.744.8451.

VOCATIONS

“They made known what had been told them about this
Child.” If you may be one of those called to make the
Christ Child known to others as a priest or consecrated
religious, please contact Fr. Chris Luoni at the diocesan
Vocations Office at 330.744.8451, or at clu-
oni@youngstowndiocese.org.

Vocation Awareness Week will be held January 9-15, 2012.
The purpose of this week is to help make all of the faithful
aware of vocations to the priesthood and religious life, and
how all of us can work to help promote vocations throughout
our diocese.

HELP TO TAKE DOWN CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Please join the Environment Committee next Sunday, Jan
8 following the 11:30 a.m. liturgy to put away Christmas
season decorations. A few strong folks will be most ap-
preciated!! Thank you in advance for your help!!

Our Christmas season concludes Monday, Jan 9, with the
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, but the church itself will be
able to return to Ordinary Time because the next liturgy to be
celebrated in the church is Tuesday morning, January 10, at
8:30 a.m. — Tuesday of the First Week in Ordinary Time.

PARISH OFFICES CLOSED ON HOLIDAY
The parish offices will be closed on Monday, Jan 2 for
the New Year’s holiday. Regular office hours resume

Tuesday, Jan 3. Blessings to families everywhere!

Time, Talent & Treasure

Fostering Stewardship as a way of life

This Week’s Stewardship of Time & Talent Salute
In gratitude for God’s gifts of time and talent to us,
we gratefully acknowledge and salute:
The Environment Committee
This committee plans, obtains and completes the decoration of
the church for the liturgical seasons and special events.
Thank you, Environment Committee!
Stewardship Thought for the Week
Today we remember the three wise men from the East who
came to pay homage to the infant Jesus, bringing him rich gifts

of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The gifts we bring — our
time and service and some share of what we earn for the work
we do — are equally precious in His sight.

Parish Sacrificial Giving Summary

In gratitude for the gifis we have received from God,
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the Lord
of $11,745.00 in the Sunday Offertory
for the Weekend of December 24 & 25, 201 1.
Fiscal Year-to-date Information (7/1/11—12/25/11):
Goal for Fiscal Year-to-date: $415,012.00
Amount Collected: $415,413.40

Amount in excess of needed goal: $ 401.40
Children’s Stewardship: $ 137.51
Christmas Contributions: $ 31,674.42

Thanks for Giving First Fruits & Taking a Step!!
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SPECIAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE

Saturday, December 31

Readers: C. Weston, L. Rossi

S.M.E.: R. Green, D. Rossi, S. Campbell, A. Klotz,
A. Hostetler, T. Hostetler, M. Guliano

Servers: G. Pishotti, M. Wilson, W. Thompson

Greeters: J. & D. Bokone

Sunday, January1  9:00 am

Readers: M. MclLeod, E. Kotyuk

S.M.E.: J. Thompson, M. D’Amico, D. Woolensack,
C. Klaben, M. Klaben, M. Bugos, C. Werblan,
M. Werblan, L. Amadei

Servers: M. Klaben, A. Powell, C. Kraker

Greeters: B. & S. Battison

CLOW: *** Resumes January 8 ***

11:30 am

Readers: D. Elston, J. Bedich

S.M.E.: A. Kemble, M. Schaefer, J. Sabat, S. & K. Kelly,
D. Timko, K. Teaberry

Servers: M. Schaefer, D. Alberini, M. O’'Neill

Greeters: T. & C. Belmaggio; M. Rossi, D. Pilch

CLOW: *** Resumes January 8 ***

4:00 pm

Saturday, January 7  4:00 pm

Readers: T. Lowman, J. Kohut

S.M.E.: R. Lubert, L. Wilson, P. Mangiarelli, S. Eartly,
J. & L. Sanders, R. Sanders

Servers: NEED SERVERS!

Greeters: G. Baran, J. Lemaster

Sunday, January 8  9:00 am

Readers: D. Laux, D. Laux

S.M.E.: D. & M. Lazor, K. Clark, M. Bugos, L. Stirling,
K. Groner, J. Gilbert, D. & J. Falcione

Servers: G. Venetti, A. Marino, K. Clark

Greeters: S. Blank, L. Hinkson

CLOW: Melissa McLeod

11:30 am

Readers: A. Economos, C. Covelli

S.M.E.: K. Teaberry, E. Torres, A. Kemble, P. Orsinelli,
E. Bofenkamp, D. Covelli, A. Latell

Servers: E. Saffle, N. McGee, C. Alston

Greeters: M. Hurton, B. Kerpsack; M. Gorse, L. Spano

CLOW: Toni Elisco

Baptismal Preparation Session
If you wish to have a child baptized before the Lenten
Season begins (Ash Wednesday is Feb 22) you need to
attend the Baptismal Preparation Session on Sunday, Jan
8, 2012. It begins at 1:00 in the parlor. The next session
will be Sunday, Mar 18. Call the parish office to register!

Baptisms are normally celebrated on the fourth weekend of the month. Parents are RE-
QUIRED to attend a baptismal session prior to their child’s baptism. The preparation ses-
sion offers an opportunity to discuss the sacrament of baptism in the life of this child. It is
not simply a “rehearsal’ of the rite itself.

Families need to be registered members of the parish. It is our hope that they regularly
participate at mass, considering themselves to be members of the parish community. Also,
in choosing godparents, they should be Catholic, as they are to help the parents in raising
the child in the Church.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND PLAN TO “BREAK OPEN
GOD’S WORD” WITH OTHERS

TOUCHING THE MYSTERIES:

SCRIPTURE & THE ROSARY
The focus of this study is on the biblical stories that pro-
vide background for the mysteries of the rosary. The sto-
ries of Jesus are the best way to focus our prayer, and the
rosary has provided a traditional format for doing this over
the centuries. After an overview session, four remaining
sessions highlight a set of mysteries: Joyful, Luminous,
Sorrowful, and Glorious. Registration begins Jan 7 for the
five-week study, study begins Jan 17 in the library, follow-
ing 7pm Evening Prayer. $18 inc reflection book & study
guide. Contact Pat at the parish office with any questions!

REPORTING CHILD ABUSE
IN THE DIOCESE & IN THE STATE OF OHIO

The Diocese of Youngstown Child Protection Policy
states: Persons who feel that they have been a victim of
child abuse by a priest, deacon, seminarian, religious,
diocesan employee, or volunteer, and persons who have
reason to suspect that someone they know has been a
victim, shall bring the allegation to civil authorities and
diocesan officials. To assist in the reporting process, the
Chancery Office has created a booklet with information
about who needs to report, how to report, phone numbers
and references.

Each parish has received a quantity of the reporting booklet.
You are encouraged to take a copy and keep for your reference.
The booklet may be found on the pamphlet rack near the parish

offices. 1f you have any questions on reporting procedures, please con-
tact Nancy Yuhasz at the Chancery Office, 330.744.8451.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
The Lutheran-Catholic Covenant Commission invites
Catholic and Lutheran churches to commemorate the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: We Will All Be
Changed by the Victory of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Jan

18-25, 2012. Information for unity throughout the year can be obtained
at Iccovenant.org. Other information can be found at usccb.org/seia.

GROWING IN FAITH
DEBT ELIMINATION CAMPAIGN

Fr. Tom Eisweirth and the Administration Commission are

pleased to present the most up-to-date information regard-

ing the current campaign:
Campaign Goal:
Pledges to date:

$250,000.00
$ 92,835.00

Pledged $ received: $ 44,855.00

The total pledges represent gifts from 89 families; pledges
paid to date represents 48% of total pledges. Thank you
very much for your generosity and continued support!! If
you would like to provide assistance in this elimination cam-
paign, or to gift the church at this tax time, kindly contact
Joanne Gilbert at the parish.
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FAITH FORMATION

FFS classes will not be held on Sunday Jan 1.
Have a wonderful Christmas Season! See you Jan 8!
Please note: (1) New Year's weekend, parents who
need to use the nursery are welcome to do so for your
own personal quiet time with your child — there will NOT
be a parish representative assigned to the nursery for you
to leave your child(ren) with. (2) FFS classes will not be
offered on Sunday, January 15, due to the Martin Luther

King, Jr. holiday weekend.

FIRST RECONCILIATION PARENT MEETING
The next mandatory meeting is on Jan 8 for parents &
your child who will be receiving Reconciliation. Please
meet in Reagan Hall at 10:10 am. The meeting will be
approximately one hour and will include a movie and ac-
tivity for your family. There will be no 2nd grade FFS that morning.

CONFIRMATION

On Jan 8 the Confirmation class will be participating in
the Rite of Enrollment during the 11:30 am Mass. Please
sit with your sponsor or parent for the Mass.

*  Our next Confirmation meeting for candidates and
sponsor or parent will be Jan 8 at 6pm in Holy Family Hall.
Please remember that there is no morning FFS for the 8th
graders on the day of our Confirmation meetings.

*

E.P.I.C. TEENS
Youth Ministry Students Grades 9-12

* Happy New Year, E.P.I.C. Teens! Our first event of the
New Year is next week, Jan 8. We'll be going ice skating.
First, we’ll go to Mass and have lunch, and then we will car-
pool down and return by 4. Let Lizzy know if you are inter-
ested, & if your parents/guardians are willing to drive.

* What are you doing this summer? Would you be inter-
ested in joining us for a mission trip down to Appalachia?
The trip will be from June 10-16 to Louisa, Kentucky.
Come to a mandatory informational meeting on
Wednesday, January 11, at 7PM in Holy Family Hall
The meeting shouldn’t last longer than 30 minutes; if you
plan on joining us for the mission trip, you must attend!

*  We'll be selling Pepperoni Rolls this month to offset costs
of our mission trip. Ask family & friends if they are inter-
ested. Each roll is $2.50, 4 rolls/$9.00. They'll be ready for
Super Bowl Sunday, February 5. Pay now or at time of pick
up. Orders continue thru February 1!! See insert in today’s
bulletin. A limited number of extras will be available for purchase.

*  Let's help welcome Family Promise! On Sunday, Janu-
ary 22, we’ll meet at 2PM to ready the house for our guests,
including getting the bedrooms and the toiletries ready.
Then, we'll lead the prayer before their meal, and we'll head
out so they can get settled in (around 5:30pm). It's alright if
you cannot stay the entire time -- feel free to come late or
leave early. Any help is appreciated.

Pick up your E.P.I.C. Teens Spring Schedule
in the Gathering Space after Mass!

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY, GRADES 6-8
Our first meeting of the year will be Jan 29 at Providence
Center from 12:45-2pm. We'll be playing games and get-
ting to know each other. Pizza will be provided. Stay af-
ter Mass and FFS for a fun afternoon together!

Pick up your Junior High Youth Ministry
SPRING SCHEDULE in the gathering space after Mass!

Keep Those Serving in

Iraq or Afghanistan in Your Prayers
2LT Mark K. Anthony, grandson of Paul & Ann Petrilla
CPT John M. Cole, IIl, nephew of Steve & Pat Campbell
SSG Anthony A. Hernandez, friend of Anne Freitas
LCDR Phillip Karg, friend of Terence & Cathy Heltzel
CPT Brandon Mokris, grcgidson of Thaddeus & Kathleen

McGuire

SSG Gary Shell, friend of Anne Freitas

We give thanks to God for the news that PFC Brad
Battison, son of Bob & Sue Battison, has left Iraq!
Please offer prayer for the families of these service
people as we enter the holiday season.

It is never easy to be far away from loved ones.
Feel free to take a copy of “Prayer for Soldiers” from the display in our
gathering space. Call Pat Campbell to keep us up to date on the above

service people or to add loved ones to the prayer list of those serving in
Iraq or Afghanistan.

DOCUMENTARY MOVIE to be SHOWN HERE 1/15
Please plan to attend the viewing of “Sex + Money: A Na-
tional Search for Human Worth”, a documentary about
domestic minor sex trafficking and the modern-day aboli-
tionist movement fighting to stop it. Since September
2009, the crew has traveled to over 30 states, and con-
ducted 75 interviews with federal agents, victims, politi-
cians, activists, psychologists, porn stars, among others.
Please bring your teenagers, friends or any other inter-
ested people to the movie on SUNDAY, JAN 15, 6pm,
Holy Family Hall. Discussion follows.
January is Human Trafficking Awareness month

Hope After Abortion

Help is available for those suffering the effects of abortion.
Call 1.800.5WECARE, or visit www.hopeafterabortion.com.

IN THE COMMUNITY...
Catholic _Charities Regional Agency...Grief Support
Groups, 1st TUES monthly, 1-3pm, Newport Library, Ytn AND
3rd MON monthly, 1-3pm, CCRA, Laird Ave. 330.744.3320.
First Friday Club of Youngstown...Luncheon speaker series,
TH 1/5, Antone’s Banquet Ctr, 11:30am. Bishop George Murry,
S.J., will present. $15. RSVP with payment to FFCGY, P.O.
Box 11146, Ytn. 330.533.1023.
Holy Hours for Life...St. Columba Cathedral, SUN 1/23, from
4-7pm. Refreshments after, by Ancient Order of Hibernians Di-
vision 6, & Men & Women United for Life. All are welcome.
Engaged Retreat Day...Diocesan-sponsored one-day marriage
prep retreat day for engaged couples on SAT 1/28, St. Columba
Cathedral. Reservations required. Visit cathdoy.org.
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LITURGY CORNER

Presented by the Worship and Spiritual Growth Commission

We are running bulletin columns prepared by the Diocese of Lansing
(www.dioceseoflansing.org), highlighting the changes in what we are saying at Mass.
Today we offer a description of the Communion Rite. Some of it has
changed, some has remained the same. We hope this answers questions
you may have. Be sure to visit the Diocese of Lansing web-site or go to
USCCB.org to see the explanations offered by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

The New Roman Missal: The Communion Rite

On the night before he died, Jesus ate supper with his
Apostles. He broke bread, blessed wine, and invited them to eat
and drink. But this was much more than a meal — he offered them
his very Body and Blood. Moreover, he commanded them to
continue to do this in memory of him. For over two thousand years,
we have never failed to follow this dominical command.

Every time we gather for Mass, we are still nourished by
both word and sacrament. After listening and responding to the
Scriptures, we offer our great prayer of thanksgiving (eucharistia in
Greek) acknowledging all that God has done for us and recalling,
especially, Christ’s institution of the Eucharist. Then we prepare to
receive the Paschal Banquet when, as a community of believers, we
are formed into an even more perfect union with God and with each
other. That is why we call this sacrament “Holy Communion.”
Let’s take a closer look at the rites that surround this sacred meal.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

The rite begins with the prayer that Christ himself taught
us. (Mt 6:9- 13) The Lord’s Prayer has been part of the Mass since
the sixth century, when it was officially added by Pope Gregory the
Great. In the new Roman Missal, it is the only text that retains old
English language such as “art” and “thy.” Too many people have
memorized it this way. The priest offers a slightly different
introduction and a slightly altered embolism (an “insert”) that more
directly reflects Scripture. The final phrase, For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory..., has its roots in Byzantine Christian
practice.
Priest: At the Savior's command and formed by divine teaching, we
dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven...
Priest: Deliver us Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant
peace in our days,
that by the help of your mercy we may be always free from sin and
safe from all distress as we await the blessed hope
and the coming of our savior, Jesus Christ (Ti 2:13)
All: For the kingdom the power and the glory are yours now and
forever.

SIGN OF PEACE

St. Paul had urged his communities to “greet one another
with a holy kiss” (Rom 16:16). The location of the sign of peace
has changed over the centuries. Early on, it was part of the Liturgy
of the Word — after the intercessions, just before we carried gifts to
the altar of sacrifice (Mt 5:23-24). In the 6th century, it was placed
immediately after the Lord’s Prayer to link it more closely with
Holy Communion. An invitation to the sign of peace can be found
in the Missal of Pius V (1570) as a private prayer of the priest. The
sign of peace was restored after Vatican II. In the new translation,
only the last line of the presider’s invitation will change.
Priest: Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles,
Peace | leave you, my peace | give you, (Jn 14:27)
look not on our sins but on the faith of your Church,
and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your
will.
Priest: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All: And with your spirit.
Priest: Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

THE FRACTION OF THE BREAD or LAMB OF GOD
In the early Church, the entire Eucharistic celebration was
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called “the breaking of the bread.” Now, this simple rite
signifies that the faithful are made one body (1 Cor 10:17)
receiving Communion from the one Bread of life which is Christ,
who died and rose for the salvation of the world” (GIRM 83).
The priest breaks the bread into smaller pieces or distributes the
hosts from one vessel into several to prepare for the distribution
of Holy Communion. He will also take a small particle of host
and drop it into the Precious Blood. This is accompanied by the
ancient litany, Lamb of God... If necessary, multiple invocations
may be added since this is music to cover a ritual action. (GIRM
83). The final one will always end with “grant us peace.” This is
the only chant which may be used during the Fraction of the
Bread.

Priest: May this mingling of the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ bring etemnal life to all who receive it. (quietly)

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have
mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on
us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us
peace.

INVITATION

Next, the priest will invite us to Communion. He

elevates the host slightly and says:

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God,

behold him who takes away the sins of the world,
Blessed are those called to the Supper of the Lamb.

These words echo what John the Baptist said when he
saw Jesus (Jn 1:29). They conclude with the vision of John in
Revelation, when the angel told him to write down “blessed are
all those called to the banquet of the Lamb” (Rv 19:9). We
respond:

All: Lord, | am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,

only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

These new words more closely resemble the words of
the centurion who asked Jesus to cure his servant, even though he
did not deem himself worthy to have Jesus enter his house (Mt
8:8 and Lk 7:6-7). We too, acknowledge with humility that we
are unworthy to have Jesus enter our very being.

HOLY COMMUNION

Appropriately, our Communion procession is all about
unity as we receive the sacrament of unity. While we
individually receive the Lord, we also ALL receive the Lord — it
is a “Jesus and us” moment. Even our music underscores this
unity. It begins when the priest consumes the Body and Blood of
Christ and does not conclude until all have received.

Following an ancient tradition, the minister says to each
communicant, “The Body of Christ” or “The Blood of Christ.”
In a profound exchange of faith, we respond, “Amen.” This
Aramaic word means “to pitch one’s tent stake,” that is, to state
with strong conviction, “So be it” or “I believe.”

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

After a period of silence or after a hymn, during which
we all thank God for his great gift of the Eucharist, the server
brings the Missal to the presider and he prays the Prayer after
Communion. He prays that this sacrament may affect our lives
and bear great fruit in God’s Kingdom.

The words we use in the Communion Rite are both
ancient and new. May they remind us, again and still, of Jesus’s
invitation to encounter him in the breaking of the Bread.

For more information and additional articles, visit

www.faithmag.com and click on Theology101.
Rita A. Thiron, director of the Office of Worship for the Diocese of Lansing

PLEASE KEEP PEW CARDS IN CHURCH!
The Pew cards showing the changes in our responses
at Mass have been placed in our Breaking Bread books.
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