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PASTOR’S COLUMN

I he beautiful feet of Isaiah’s

messengers announcing peace and
bringing glad tidings can seem distant
from our lives. Living in the digital age
can diminish any excitement at receiving
a message, since they pour in all the
time. E-mail, cell phones, and digital
intersections like Facebook and LinkedIn
bring instantaneous connection,
obliterating time and space barriers once
crossed by such “antiquated” forms as snail malil, the
telegram, and ...does anyone remember the rotary
phone?

But still, at the heart of all communication is the word,
and that is the image today’s readings present to us in
speaking of the mystery of the Incarnation, our God
becoming human. Luke’s baby of Bethlehem, wrapped in
swaddling clothes and laid in a manger, is first presented
in John’s Gospel as the eternal Word of creation, as life,
as light shining in the darkness, as the Father’s only Son,
full of grace and truth, and finally, as the Word become
flesh who dwelled among us, true God and true man.

Give yourself time over these days to ponder (a good
Christmas word) not only the babe in the créche but also
the profound mystery of the Word of God in whom and

through whom all things were made, this Word
who became human, revealing the image of
the invisible God. The human warmth Luke
presents in his Bethlehem story is matched by
[/ John's image of Jesus as the only Son,
standing (as the New English Bible translation

has it) “nearest to the Father’s heart.”
from Living the Word, Scripture Reflections and Commentaries
for Sundays and Holy Days, Nov 27, 2011-Nov 25, 2012

My thanks to everyone who helped in so many
ways to meet the needs of our St. Vincent de
Paul Society in providing Christmas baskets to hungry
families in our local area, by way of the Giving Tree and/or
Feed My Sheep envelopes. Over two-hundred families
received baskets this week! Thanks also to the St.
Vincent de Paul Society members for their work in
coordinating this distribution, and a special thank you to
ALL the volunteers who helped with the project!

My thanks also to the parish staff and participants in
the many ministries of the parish for their preparation of
the church for this glorious season, and to those who
prepared our liturgies to welcome Our Savior this
Christmas. Your contributions of time and talent are most
appreciated by one and all!

My prayers to your families this season and in the
coming year! May you be a reflection of the Christ child
as you journey in faith.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Sunday, December 25
10:00 am John & Betty Zukowski (John & Alice Comyns)
Monday, December 26
No Mass or Communion Service

Tuesday, December 27

8:30 am Irene Hughes (M/M Robert Karl)
Wednesday, December 28

8:30 am Dr. Edmundo B. Salero (Family)
Thursday, December 29

8:30 am Marianne T. Walters (Tom Pascute & Family)
Friday, December 30

8:30 am Communion Service
Saturday, December 31

4:00 pm Michael Birskovich (Birskovich Family)
Sunday, January 1

9:00 am Larry Furniss (Ruth Crowe)
11:30 am Gift of Love (Mary Scialabba)

FAMILY PERSPECTIVE by Bud Ozar
Today’s gospel reminds us
God chose to enter human history in a family.
By Divine design
the salvation of the world began in a family.
Jesus is our first Christmas gift.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Num 6: 22-27 / Gal 4: 4-7 / Lk 2: 16-21

IN MEMORIAM

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Dorline Craw-
ford, mother of Sherie Shaffer. May she rest in peace.

RESPECT LIFE
A culture of life, not death.... This vision our creator
planted in the depth of every human person, as part of
our normative law: that life is sacred; that, once God
breathes it into us, it lasts forever; that to take innocent
life is so inimical to a righteous society that its protection
is mandated in the very middle of the ten command-
ments; that the more innocent and fragile the more it
begs protection; that, indeed, to protect life is the most

noble of vocations. ~Archbishop Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of
New York, Homily at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Oct. 3, 2010

CATHOLIC CHARITIES’ “KEEP THE KIDS WARM”
begins on the Feast of the Holy Family, 12/30/11
Please see the insert in today’s bulletin for details about
this annual campaign for utility assistance, for families

served by Catholic Charities throughout our diocese.
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The Week Ahead

Sunday, December 25
10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Mass
Monday, December 26 Parish offices closed
10:30 a.m. AA Meeting (Providence Center)
Tuesday, December 27
8:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Providence Center)
Wednesday, December 28
5:30 p.m. Zumba (Reagan Hall)
Thursday, December 29
6:00 p.m. Scouts (Reagan Hall)
Saturday, December 31
9:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Providence Center)
11:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Providence Center)
Sunday, January 1
9:00 a.m. Mary, the Holy Mother of God Mass
11:30 a.m. Mary, the Holy Mother of God Mass

WELCOME!
A warm Blessed Sacrament Parish welcome is extended
to our new members, Matthew McBride; Ariana De-
Vengencie; Paula Richter; and Karen Rosenberg.
See you at Coffee & Donuts!

PARISH OFFICES CLOSED ON HOLIDAY
The parish offices will be closed on Monday, January 2
for the New Year’s holiday. Blessings to families every-
where!

TO THE ENTIRE PARISH: Thank you so much for
your help in the Youth Ministry’s Advent collection of
gloves, hats, mittens, scarves, and underwear for our
area’s kids. We'll post a total count of items collected
soon! Lizzy

MUSICIANS PLEASE NOTE!
No rehearsal this Thursday, December 29. We’ll re-
sume regular Thursday rehearsals on January 5 at 7
p.m.

GROWING IN FAITH
DEBT ELIMINATION CAMPAIGN
Fr. Tom Eisweirth and the Administration Commission are
pleased to present the most up-to-date information re-
garding the current campaign:

Campaign Goal: $250,000.00
Pledges to date: $ 92,835.00
Pledged $ received: $ 44,855.00

The total pledges represent gifts from 89 families;
pledges paid to date represents 48% of total pledges.
Thank you very much for your generosity and continued
support!! If you would like to provide assistance in this
elimination campaign, or to gift the church at this year-end
tax time, kindly contact Joanne Gilbert at the parish.

THANK YOU! A HUGE Thank You!
Thank you to all who gave of their time and shared their
talent to enhance the celebrations on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day.
First, to the members of the parish music ministry who
sing EVERY WEEK, all year long. You outdid your-
selves! Thank you for the time you share and for the
lovely sounds you make! Thanks to those who added
extra instrumental parts!
Next, to the members of our Family Choir who joined
together to bring special music to the 4:00 and 6:00 litur-
gies on Christmas Eve. You were great! It was wonder-
ful working with all of you and | hope next year will bring
you back to this special group. Thanks to our accompa-
nists (piano and guitar) and to all who added other instru-
ments and to those who sang solos.
A great big “thank you” to all of our liturgical ministers
who signed up and served so willingly in their respective
ministries. It is wonderful to be able to count on you.
Special thanks to our environment committee for another
amazing setting for our wonderful celebrations of Christ’s
birth. Everything was beautiful!

Finally, thanks to all who participate with their
hearts, voices, and kind words — especially at this time of
year. Merry Christmas to all!

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
ALL THOSE ON OUR PRAYER CHAIN

Time, Talent & Treasure
Fostering Stewardship as a way of life
This Week’s Stewardship of Time & Talent Salute
In gratitude for God'’s gifts of time and talent to us,
we gratefully acknowledge and salute:
The Environment Committee
This committee plans, obtains and completes the decoration of
the church for the liturgical seasons and special events.
Thank you, Environment Committee!
Stewardship Thought for the Week
The shepherds who heard the joyous news from the angels on
that first Christmas night and then hurried to find the infant
Savior must surely have been changed by that experience.
How has His coming changed my life?

Parish Sacrificial Giving Summary

In gratitude for the gifis we have received from God,
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the Lord
of $15,806.00 in the Sunday Offertory
for the Weekend of December 17 & 18, 2011.
Fiscal Year-to-date Information (7/1/11—12/18/11):

Goal for Fiscal Year-to-date: $399,050.00
Amount Collected: $ 403,668.40
Amount in excess of needed goal: $ 4,618.40

Children’s Stewardship: $ 29.75
Thanks for Giving First Fruits & Taking a Step!!
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SPECIAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE

Saturday, December 31

Readers: C. Weston, L. Rossi

S.M.E.: R. Green, D. Rossi, S. Campbell, A. Klotz,
A. Hostetler, T. Hostetler, M. Guliano

Servers: G. Pishotti, M. Wilson, W. Thompson

Greeters: J. & D. Bokone

Sunday, January1  9:00 am

Readers: M. MclLeod, E. Kotyuk

S.M.E.: J. Thompson, M. D’Amico, D. Woolensack,
C. Klaben, M. Klaben, M. Bugos, C. Werblan,
M. Werblan, L. Amadei

Servers: M. Klaben, A. Powell, C. Kraker

Greeters: B. & S. Battison

CLOW: *** Resumes January 8 ***

11:30 am

Readers: D. Elston, J. Bedich

S.M.E.: A. Kemble, M. Schaefer, J. Sabat, S. & K. Kelly,
D. Timko, K. Teaberry

Servers: M. Schaefer, D. Alberini, M. O’'Neill

Greeters: T. & C. Belmaggio; M. Rossi, D. Pilch

CLOW: *** Resumes January 8 ***

4:00 pm

Saturday, January 7  4:00 pm

Readers: T. Lowman, J. Kohut

S.M.E.: R. Lubert, L. Wilson, P. Mangiarelli, S. Eartly,
J. & L. Sanders, R. Sanders

Servers: NEED SERVERS!

Greeters: G. Baran, J. Lemaster

Sunday, January 8  9:00 am

Readers: D. Laux, D. Laux

S.M.E.: D. & M. Lazor, K. Clark, M. Bugos, L. Stirling,
K. Groner, J. Gilbert, D. & J. Falcione

Servers: G. Venetti, A. Marino, K. Clark

Greeters: S. Blank, L. Hinkson

CLOW: Melissa McLeod

11:30 am

Readers: A. Economos, C. Covelli

S.M.E.: K. Teaberry, E. Torres, A. Kemble, P. Orsinelli,
E. Bofenkamp, D. Covelli, A. Latell

Servers: E. Saffle, N. McGee, C. Alston

Greeters: M. Hurton, B. Kerpsack; M. Gorse, L. Spano

CLOW: Toni Elisco

“At Home with the Word” 2012

You'll find all of the readings for the Sundays of the new
liturgical year, Nov. 27, 2011 - Nov. 25, 2012, in the
book that invites you to be at home with God’s word. The
Word, as it will be heard on the upcoming Sunday, will
nourish you all week long to act on God’s word in the
world as you prepare to hear the scripture proclaimed at
Sunday liturgy. $6. Large print, $7.

Baptismal Preparation Session
If you wish to have a child baptized before the Lenten
Season begins (February 22) you need to attend the
Baptismal Preparation Session on Sunday, January 8,
2012. It begins at 1:00 in the parlor. The next session
will be Sunday, March 18. Please call the parish office to
register!
Baptisms are normally celebrated on the fourth weekend of the month. Parents
are REQUIRED to aftend a baptismal session prior to their child’s baptism. The
preparation session offers an opportunity to discuss the sacrament of baptism in
the life of this child. It is not simply a “rehearsal” of the rite itself.
Families need to be registered members of the parish. It is our hope that they
regularly participate at mass, considering themselves to be members of the parish
community. Also, in choosing godparents, they should be Catholic, as they are to
help the parents in raising the child in the Church.

EVENING PRAYER
Join us for Parish Evening Prayer in the new year. We
next pray Evening Prayer on Monday, January 9, the
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (the closing day of
Christmas Time). Prayer begins at 7 p.m. Plan to join in
this ancient prayer of the church as you continue that
resolution, to make more time for prayer in 2012

MISA EN ESPANOL
JANUARY 8, 2012
7:30 a.m. in the chapel

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Schedule for January & February 2012
Ready for Pick Up
Please stop by the counter in the parlor to pick up the

January & February 2012 schedules. Thank you!
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ST. VINCENT de PAUL GIVING TREE
Thank you so much for your generosity
in defraying the costs
of our annual basket distribution
with your gifts on the Giving Tree!

k
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS FOR PEACE
Join us the first Tuesday of the month, January 3, to pray
the Stations of the Cross for Peace. Simply meet in the
church at noon. This prayer will take less than a half
hour and will involve spoken prayer along with simple
singing. Join with others to give voice to your desire for
peace in the New Year. Contact Pat at the parish office
with any questions.

HELP ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE!
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR ALL YOUR HELP!!
Please join the environment committee in two weeks
following the 11:30 liturgy to clean up and put away the
Christmas season decorations. The committee would
really appreciate a few strong folks to help on the 8" af-
ter the 11:30 Mass. Our Christmas season ends on
Monday, January 9 with the Feast of the Baptism of the
Lord, but the church itself will be able to return to Ordi-
nary Time because the next liturgy to be celebrated in
the church is Tuesday morning, January 10 at 8:30 —

Tuesday of the First Week in Ordinary Time.
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FAITH FORMATION

FFS classes will not be held on Sunday Dec. 25
and Sunday Jan 1. Have a wonderful Christmas
Season! See you on January 8, 2012!

Please note: (1) On Christmas and New Year's week-
ends, parents who need to use the nursery are welcome
to do so for your own personal quiet time with your child
— there will NOT be a parish representative assigned to
the nursery for you to leave your child(ren) with. (2) FFS
classes will not be offered on Sunday, January 15, due
to the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday weekend.

FIRST RECONCILIATION PARENT MEETING
The next mandatory meeting is on January 8 and is for
parents and your child who will be receiving Reconcilia-
tion. Please meet in Reagan Hall at 10:10 am. The
meeting will be approximately one hour and will include a
movie and activity for your family. There will be no 2nd
grade FFS that morning.

CONFIRMATION

* On January 8 the Confirmation class will be participat-
ing in the Rite of Enroliment during the 11:30 am Mass.
Please sit with your sponsor or parent for the Mass.

*  Our next Confirmation meeting for candidates and
sponsor or parent will be January 8 at 6 pm in Holy Fam-
ily Hall. Please remember that there is no morning FFS
for the 8th graders on the day of our Confirmation meet-
ings.

E.P.l.C. TEENS
Youth Ministry Students Grades 9-12

. Teens...Our first meeting of the new year will be
January 8. We’ll be going to the Ice Zone in
Boardman after Mass and lunch. We’ll be inviting
the Junior High Youth Ministry to join us as we
kickoff our plans with this fun time.

« Keep a look-out for our schedule for the new year!

FAMILY SOUP KITCHEN MINISTRY

. serve a meal at the St. Vincent de Paul
: / dining hall, Niles Road, Warren, on Sat-
¥ .72 urday, January 21. Start your day with
us sharing your gifts of hospitality & ser-
vice: meal preparation at 9am, followed by a shared
lunch with the guests who come to us hungry that day,
then clean up. We also appreciate any provision of baked
goods that will complete the Saturday meal...please bring your
dessert item to the parish office by 1 p.m. Friday! If you are
interested in helping to make a difference on the third Saturday
monthly, September—May, contact Dan Goffos Sr,
330.372.6147.

lmh@@y Families are invited to help prepare and

VOCATIONS

“The Word became flesh and made his swelling among
us.” Christ is born and we are brought to new life. Voca-
tions to the priesthood and consecrated life are living in
our midst. If you may be among them, please contact
Fr. Chris Luoni at the diocesan Vocations Office at
330.744.8451, or at cluoni@youngstowndiocese.org.
Vocation Awareness Week will be held January 9-15,
2012. The purpose of this week is to help make all of
the faithful aware of vocations to the priesthood and
religious life, and how all of us can work to help pro-
mote vocations throughout our diocese.

REPORTING CHILD ABUSE
IN THE DIOCESE & IN THE STATE OF OHIO

The Diocese of Youngstown Child Protection Policy states:
Persons who feel that they have been a victim of child abuse by
a priest, deacon, seminarian, religious, diocesan employee, or
volunteer, and persons who have reason to suspect that someone
they know has been a victim, shall bring the allegation to civil
authorities and diocesan officials.

To assist in the reporting process, the Chancery Office has cre-
ated a booklet with information about who needs to report, how
to report, phone numbers and references.

Each parish has received a quantity of the reporting booklet.
You are encouraged to take a copy and keep for your reference.
The booklet may be found on the pamphlet rack near the parish

offices. 1f you have any questions on reporting procedures, please con-
tact Nancy Yuhasz at the Chancery Office, 330.744.8451.

SCRIPTURE STUDY BEGINS JANUARY 17
TOUCHING THE MYSTERIES: SCRIPTURE & THE ROSARY
Registration begins Jan. 7 for the five-week study, $18
includes reflection book & study guide. The study takes
place weekly in the parlor at following Evening Prayer,
which begins at 7pm. Contact Pat at the parish office

with any questions!

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
The Lutheran-Catholic Covenant Commission invites
Catholic and Lutheran churches to commemorate the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: We Will All Be
Changed by the Victory of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
January 18-25, 2012. Information for unity throughout
the year can be obtained at Iccovenant.org. Other infor-
mation can be found at usccb.org/seia.

January is
Human Trafficking Awareness Month

WORLD DAY FOR CONSECRATED LIFE
The universal Church has been celebrating World Day
for Consecrated Life since 1997. Bishop George Murry,
S.J., invites our diocesan church to celebrate the gift of
Consecrated Life with him and the religious of our Dio-
cese on Sunday, February 19, at St. Columba Cathedral,
at the 10:30 a.m. liturgy. All are welcome! Please mark
your calendar.
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LITURGY CORNER

Presented by the Worship and Spiritual Growth Commission

We are running bulletin columns prepared by the Diocese of Lansing
(www.dioceseoflansing.org),

highlighting the changes in what we are saying at Mass.

Today we welcome many visitors to our parish
celebrations and so we thought a brief explanation of what

has come with the new Roman Missal might be helpful.
We hope this answers questions you may have.
Be sure to visit the Diocese of Lansing web-site
or go to USCCB.org to see the explanations
offered by the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.
The New Roman Missal:
What’s changed? What hasn’t?

In the last several years, a lot of ink has been spilled
about the changes to the Mass. It’s true — there is a new version
of the Roman Missal with a new English translation and we are
all using some new words. But the “new” Mass texts are
actually more about continuity than change, more about
Tradition than translation. So, while it may be tempting to focus
on what is changing, it is just as important to focus on what is
staying the same.

We will all celebrate the same Order of Mass that we
have used since Vatican Il nearly 50 years ago. At that time, the
Council restored the Order of Mass that was used in the early
centuries of the Church. Like countless generations of
Christians before us, we read from the revealed word of God, we
listen to homilies, we petition God for favors and mercy, and
thank Him for all he has done. The priest still consecrates
simple bread and wine and transforms it into the Body and
Blood of Christ. Young and old, saints and sinners are invited to
participate in a sacred meal. We are then dismissed from this
holy assembly to preach the Good News, to do good works and
to build up the Kingdom. The basic structure of the Mass will
remain unchanged.

While some of the words of our prayers and
acclamations sound new, they are actually very old. They may
be found in Sacred Scripture, Patristic literature and ancient
prayers. We exchange greetings taken from the letters of Paul,
sing psalms from the Old Testament, pray Eucharistic Prayers
written as early as the 3rd century, profess a Creed based upon
truths told by the Apostles and participate in rituals that have
been followed for centuries. We share the same mission, profess
the same faith, receive the same sacraments, and continue to
celebrate the Eucharist as Christ himself told us to do in his
memory. Most importantly, at every liturgy, we continue to
celebrate the Paschal Mystery — that Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, suffered, died and rose from the dead to redeem us. By
dying, he destroyed our death and by rising, he won for us
eternal life. The words we choose to explore all the facets of
that awesome mystery and to thank God for so great a gift have
always been carefully chosen by the Church. For the words of
our prayer reflect the words of our belief (lex orandi, lex
credendi). And while we celebrate a “living liturgy” that is
always growing and adapting to the Church of the present age,
we bear witness to an “unbroken tradition” that is steadfast in

that belief. (cf. GIRM 6-15)

This new Roman Missal, the third edition since
Vatican II, was promulgated by Pope John Paul II in 2000. It
has taken 11 years to thoughtfully and faithfully translate it
from Latin to English. The new words may take a few weeks
or months to get used to. The faith we proclaim with those
words is ageless. — Rita A. Thiron, director of the Office of Worship
for the Diocese of Lansing.

For more information and additional articles, visit
www.faithmag.com and click on Theology101.

Keep Those Serving in

Iraq or Afghanistan in Your Prayers
2LT Mark K. Anthony, grandson of Paul & Ann Petrilla
CPT John M. Cole, IIl, nephew of Steve & Pat Campbell
SSG Anthony A. Hernandez, friend of Anne Freitas
LCDR Phillip Karg, friend of Terence & Cathy Heltzel

CPT Brandon Mokris, grandson of Thaddeus & Kathleen
McGuire

SSG Gary Shell, fiiend of Anne Freitas
We give thanks to God for the news that

PFC Brad Battison, son of Bob & Sue Battison,
is coming home from Iraq!

Please offer prayer for the families of these service
people as we enter the holiday season.

It is never easy to be far away from loved ones.
Feel free to take a copy of “Prayer for Soldiers” from the display in our
gathering space. Call Pat Campbell to keep us up to date on the above
service people or to add loved ones to the prayer list of those serving in
Iraq or Afghanistan.

IN THE COMMUNITY...

Catholic _Charities Regional Agency...Grief Support
Groups, 1st TUES monthly, 1-3pm, Newport Library, Ytn AND
3rd MON monthly, 1-3pm, Catholic Charities Regional Agency,
Laird Ave., Warren. Info 330.744.3320.

Warren YWCA...Take a Ride on the Polar Express!! Winter
break childcare, K-5th. DEC 19 - 30, 6am-6pm! Breakfast &
snack provided, bring lunch. Info, registration 330.373.1010.
Howland Historical Society...planning celebration around
the township’s bicentennial in 2012. Help is needed in planning.
Contact Warner, ohiohistorian76@hotmail.com.

First Friday Club of Youngstown...L.uncheon speaker se-
ries, TH 1/5, Antone’s Banquet Ctr, 11:30am. Bishop George
Murry, S.J., will present. $15. RSVP with payment to FFCGY,
P.O. Box 11146, Ytn. 330.533.1023.

Engaged Retreat Day...Diocesan-sponsored one-day marriage
prep retreat day for engaged couples on SAT 1/28, St. Columba
Cathedral. Reservations required. Visit cathdoy.org.

Give gifts

from our

advertlsers

this holiday season!
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217 Niles Cortland Road, N.E.

330-856-6807

RossI INSURANCE
AGENCY

Professional Service at

Thomas P. Ashdown, D.P.M. FACFAS
Diana G. Kamavas, D.P.M. FACFAS

Competitive Pricing
330-373-1200
420 High N.E., Warren

+2:/$1"

( ODUNHW 6W6

&257/%$1"

&+$03,
+LJK 6W ODKR

21
QLQJ

-€ .
(at the light 1/2 mile east of Rt. 11)

Sales - Service « Lessons « Repair
Rentals « Full Music Dept.

Family Owned
VORI Re. NFrs Waen
330) 372-1960

Kenneth LaPolia, D.D.S. DFEE% ng\g{l% Kelly's Elite Boutique
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