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A    S  T  E  W  A  R  D  S  H  I  P    C  O  M  M  U  N  I  T  Y 

Bereavement Sessions:  A six-week session will be scheduled twice during the year.  Call the 

Parish Office to register. 

 

Infant Baptisms: (No Baptisms in Lent)  Baptisms normally are celebrated the fourth weekend 

of the month during Mass.  Parent preparation sessions are required and are held in January, 

March, May, July, September and November.  Advance registration required.  

 

Marriages: Contact the pastor at least six months in advance to arrange for a wedding date.  

Plan to attend the marriage preparation program. 

 

Christian Initiation of Adults: Any adult or child interested in joining or learning more 

about the Catholic faith is invited to be a part of this process.  For further information contact the 

parish office. 

 

Ministry to the Sick and Aged:  

Eucharist - Parish staff are available for visitation to the sick as requested.  Lay ministers from 

the parish are also available to bring Eucharist to homes. 

Anointing of the Sick - Primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual strengthening.  If 

you desire this sacrament or know anyone desiring this sacrament, please call the priest.  A com-

munal service is scheduled annually in the fall.  The sacrament will also be available following 

Saturday afternoon Mass on the fourth Saturday of each month. 

Visitation of the Sick - Notify the parish office if you or a loved one is in the hospital. 

 

Altar Servers:  Students in grade 5 & up are encouraged to become altar servers.  Training 

sessions are held in August & September.  Call the parish office for information.   

 

The Transportation Committee: The Transportation Committee provides volunteer trans-

portation to persons who cannot drive, due to age, infirmity or economic restrictions. If you 

would like to help or know of someone in need of transportation, contact Judy Stanfar at 330-369-

4908. 

 

Registration: New parishioners may pick up packets the third weekend of each month in the 

gathering space after all Masses. You then must call the parish office for an appointment to regis-

ter your family. Appointments are scheduled at your convenience. 

 

Nursery: Parents are encouraged to take advantage of the nursery, which is available during the 

9:00 and 11:30 am (11:00 am) Masses. 

 

Prayer Chain: Please contact Rosemary Blicher at 330-372-2867 with your prayer requests. 

 

Bulletin Deadline:  Monday 12:00 Noon 

 

The mission of Blessed Sacrament Parish is to grow as a faith community in which the members, through their loving ministry  

to one another, create an atmosphere in which faith, strengthened by the Eucharist and the love of Christ, is experienced.   

In this faith community, the members are encouraged to respond to God’s call by ministering to the needs of others  

and bringing the good news of Christ to the World through the use of their individual and collective gifts. 

MASSES 

Regular Schedule:   Saturday:  4:00 p.m.;  Sunday:  9:00 & 11:30a.m. 

Holy Days:  8:30 a.m. & 7 p.m.        Weekdays:  8:30 a.m. 

Summer Schedule:   Saturday:  4:00 p.m.;  Sunday  9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 

 (Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend) 

FAITH FORMATION:  Grades Pre-K—High School, Sunday 10:10–11:20 a.m. 

SACRAMENT of PENANCE:  Saturdays 3:00–3:45 p.m.   

Communal celebrations are held during Advent and Lent 

PARISH 

PASTORAL COUNCIL 

 

Michelle Dohar.………330-856-9247 

Sam Eartly…………….330-306-0607 

Lisa Gysegem………...330-856-8151 

Steve Kelly…………...330-637-0862 

Emily Kohut…………..330-638-5425 

Rick Latell…………….330-856-1407 

Des Laux……………...330-372-3311 

Samm Lewis………….724-456-0067 

Rich Rollo…………….330-372-1933 

Kathryn Safreed……....330-637-2732 

Patricia Salcone….…...330-856-3246 

Adam Solich….……….330-856-3781 

Lisa Stowell……...…...330-856-7619 

Ray Tisone………..…..330-856-9500 

Bob Ward……………..330-856-7541 

Jeff Wollet…………....330-637-6441 

PARISH STAFF 

 

Rev. Thomas C. Eisweirth, Pastor 

Rev. Thomas J. McCarthy, In Residence 

Pat Campbell,  

 Director of Music and Worship 

Brenda Antenucci,  

 Director of Religious Education 

Elizabeth Pugh, Youth Minister 

Joanne Gilbert, Business Manager 

Karen Lazor, Administrative Assistant 

Paula Pierce, Communications Director 

 

Parish Office:  ………….  330-372-2215 

Web: www.e-blessedsacramentparish.org 

Fax Number:  …………...  330-372-6380 

 

John F. Kennedy Catholic School,  

 Lower Campus:  ………  330-372-2375 

Web:  …………...  www.warrenjfk.com 

Fax:  ……………………..  330 372-2465 
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday, December 11 

   9:00 am   Mack Rozzano (Frances Rozzano) 

 11:30 am   Marianne T. Walters (Patricia Livingston) 

Monday, December 12 

   8:30 am   Raymond Theis (Joyce & Toni Liste) 

Tuesday, December 13 

   8:30 am   Bernadine Snowberger (Al & Dolores Crockett) 

Wednesday, December 14 

   8:30 am   Paul Blicher (Rosemary Blicher) 

Thursday, December 15 

   8:30 am   Joe Vogelberger (Mary Lou Vogelberger) 

Friday, December 16 

   8:30 am   Communion Service  

Saturday, December 17 

   4:00 pm   Jane Scott (Maria Copenhaver, Helen Prince) 

Sunday, December 18 

   9:00 am   Madeline D’Amico (Denny Rossi Family) 

 11:30 am   Eunice Papp (Mrs. Julia Delimuti); 

  All Parishioners Living & Deceased 

 

 Thank you all once again for 

you attention to the changes in the Mass 

with the introduction of the New Roman 

Missal.  I pray that we are able to focus 

on the beauty of our Mass during this 

time of preparation for the coming of 

our Lord at Christmas. 

 This weekend the insights 

shared are again from the Essential Presidential Prayers and 

Texts, with information about the Prayer after Communion. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We implore your mercy, Lord,  

that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of our faults 

and prepare us for the coming feasts. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

 

The fruits of the Eucharist are understood here in a sacrificial 

sense.  The “cleansing” is the effect of Christ’s sacrifice on the 

Cross and Resurrection.  The Latin expiatos, or “cleanse,” is a 

strictly sacrificial term.  It is a past participle, which means that 

the prayer foresees the Christian as having been cleansed from 

faults prior to arriving at the “coming feasts.”  The “divine 

sustenance” (subsidia, plural in Latin) comprises the ways that 

the Eucharist serves to prepare us to battle evil both from within 

and without (subsidia was originally a military term for 

reinforcements).  The Catechism of the Catholic Church states 

that the Eucharist “is a remedy to free us from our daily 

faults” (#1436).  The prayer pleads that in the “mercy” of God 

the “divine sustenance” received in Communion may strengthen 

us to work for conversion.  The cleansing action of Communion 

serves to “prepare us for the coming feasts.”  The Church holds 

that the way to prepare for a feast is through fasting and 

penance, which are intended to stimulate conversion. 

PASTOR’S COLUMN 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 

2 Sam 7: 1-5,8b-12, 14a, 16 / Rom 16: 25-27 /  

Lk 1: 26-38 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Mary Ann Ro-

manelli, sister of Carol Toboz; of Robert “Rusty” 

Johnston, husband of Ginny.  May they rest in peace.   

Advent Adult Education Series 

“Jesus in the New Roman Missal:  

A Presider’s Reflection” 

The first two Tuesdays of the Advent season offered the 

opportunity to hear how two priests view the Roman Mis-

sal, Third Edition in these early days.  Join us for our 

final session in Holy Family Hall at 7 p.m. on December 

13, as we invite Fr. James Walker from St. James and 

Sts. Cyril & Methodius to share his “take” on the imple-

mentation of NRM.  Take a little time this Advent to 

make a connection with our community priests and their 

experience of the new Roman Missal. 

FAMILY PERSPECTIVE  by Bud Ozar 

Today’s gospel reports “there is one among you whom 

you do not recognize.”  It is hard to believe Christ is pre-

sent in a family with crazy schedules, suppers that start 

too late and end too early, cars that don’t start, misun-

derstandings, frustrations, piles of laundry, unmatched 

socks and stretched food budgets.  The list is endless.  

Through all this, we hear the words spoken at mass, 

“The Lord be with you.” 

CATHOLIC ART CALENDAR for 2012 

Many thanks, once again, to Annette Sroka Woodrum 

and Lane Funeral Homes for their generous provision of 

Catholic Calendars, themed Rejoice in My Love.  Please 

pick up your family’s copy in the gathering space at your 

convenience! 

 

The ministry team at the Federal Correctional Institution 

in Elkton has asked for 2012 Catholic (or other) calen-

dars for inmates.  Please consider dropping off your extra 

calendars to Paula in the parish offices, who will see they 

are delivered to the Catholic Charities offices for distribu-

tion. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER ALL THOSE 

ON OUR PRAYER CHAIN 



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 11, 2011   

 

 

 

 

 

The Week Ahead 

Sunday, December 11  No FFS 

 10:00 a.m. Youth Ministry Planning Mtg (Parlor) 

 1:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Choir (Library) 

 4:00 p.m. Advent Reconciliation Service (Church) 

 6:00 p.m. Confirmation Session (HFH/Parlor/Church/library) 

Monday, December 12 

 7:00 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Panera) 

 10:30 a.m. AA Meeting (Providence Center) 

 5:30 p.m. Zumba (Reagan Hall) 

Tuesday, December 13 

 2:30 p.m. Girl Scouts (Providence Center) 

 6:00 p.m. Worship & Spiritual Growth Ad Hoc (Parlor) 

 7:00 p.m. Advent Adult Education Series (HFH) 

 8:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Providence Center) 

Wednesday, December 14 

 2:30 p.m. Daisy Troop (Providence Center) 

 5:30 p.m. Zumba (Reagan Hall) 

 7:00 p.m. RCIA (HFH) 

Thursday, December 15 

 6:00 p.m. JFKCS Christmas (Church) 

 6:00 p.m. Scouts (Reagan Hall, Providence Center) 

 7:00 p.m. Musician’s Rehearsal (Library) 

Saturday, December 17 

 9:00 a.m. Family Soup Kitchen (SVdP Dining Hall) 

 9:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Providence Center) 

 11:00 a.m. Eucharistic Bread Baking (Kitchen) 

 11:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Providence Center) 

 5:00 p.m. Anointing follows 4pm Mass 

Sunday, December 18 

 10:10 a.m. Faith Formation Sessions 

 10:10 a.m. Coffee & Donuts (Holy Family Hall) 

 1:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Choir (Library) 

 6:00 p.m. E.P.I.C. Teens Christmas Party (Prov Ctr) 

 

Time, Talent & Treasure 

 

Fostering Stewardship as a way of life 

 

This Week’s Stewardship of Time & Talent Salute 

In gratitude for God’s gifts of time and talent to us,  

we gratefully acknowledge and salute: 

  The Welcoming Committee 

This committee makes it their special concern to make new 

members feel welcome and familiarize them with the various 

committees and activities that Blessed Sacrament Church has 

available to them.  This group welcomes and registers new 

families on the third weekend monthly, following all liturgies. 

Thank you,  Welcoming Committee! 

 

Stewardship Thought for the Week 

All of the people in today’s readings — the prophet Isaiah, St. 

Paul, St. John the Baptist — seemed to understand clearly and 

rejoice in what God was calling them to be and to do.  Do I? 

Parish Sacrificial Giving Summary 

 

In gratitude for the gifts we have received from God,  

parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the Lord  

of $20,697.25 in the Sunday Offertory  

for the Weekend of December 3 & 4, 2011. 

Fiscal Year-to-date Information (7/1/11—12/4/11): 

 Goal for Fiscal Year-to-date:  $ 367,126.00 

 Amount Collected:   $ 371,844.40 

 Amount in excess of needed goal: $     4,718.40 

 Children’s Stewardship:  $          76.00 

 

Thanks for Giving First Fruits & Taking a Step!! 

Christmas Eve Family Choir 

This special choir will sing for the 4pm or 6pm liturgy.  

Your family will choose the one most convenient for you.  

We will have two rehearsals remaining:   

Sunday, Dec. 11, Dec. 18, 1 - 3 p.m. 

Contact Pat Campbell at the parish office if you have questions! 

Advent Reconciliation Service 

Our annual Advent Reconciliation Service will be held TO-

DAY, Sunday, December 11 at 4:00 p.m. in the church.  

We join together in a penance service that includes a 

gathering song and greeting, liturgy of the word, examina-

tion of conscience, as well as individual confession and 

absolution.  Father Eisweirth and several other priests will 

be available to hear confessions.  The service ends by 

bringing us all back together with a song of praise and 

final blessing. 

Remember, the “Rite of Penance” includes (as Form II) this com-

munal celebration of the sacrament that includes the opportunity 

for people to individually confess their sins and to receive Pen-

ance. 

ATTENTION  

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 

 Schedule for January & February 2012  

Ready for Pick Up 

Please stop by the counter in the parlor to pick up the 

schedules that cover January & February 2012.  The last 

schedule you picked up was only for December 2011. 

Thank you! 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day are Holy Days  

LITURGICAL MINISTERS ARE NEEDED 

Christmas Eve (Sat., Dec. 24: 4 p.m., 6 p.m. and 11 p.m.), 

& Christmas Day (Sun., Dec. 25, 10 a.m.) are the holy 

days for which volunteers are needed...altar servers, ex-

traordinary ministers of Holy Communion, lectors and hos-

pitality ministers / greeters / ushers needed for all liturgies.  

Sign-up sheets in gathering space.  Thank you, in ad-

vance, for your help.  (Lectors:  Please note that the appro-

priate pages in your Lector Workbook are referenced on 

each sign-up sheet.)   

PLEASE ARRIVE AT LEAST 20 MINUTES BEFORE  

THE SCHEDULED LITURGY. 

MEN’SADVENT PRAYER BREAKFAST 

Men of the parish are welcome to attend Advent Prayer 

Breakfast on the Mondays of Advent at 7am, at Panera 

Bread on Elm Road! 
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Saturday, December 10     4:00 pm 

Readers:  J. Weston, T. Lowman 

S.M.E.:  A. Hostetler, T. Hostetler, M. Kinnavy, R. Lubert,  

 P. Perry, M. Blank, S. Campbell 

Servers:  SERVERS NEEDED 

Greeters:  J. & D. Bokone 

Sunday, December 11     9:00 am 

Readers:  J. Dalessandro, S. Battison 

S.M.E.:  D. & M. Lazor, R. Malanga, C. Werblan,  

 M. Werblan, A. DiPaolo, K. Clark, T. & K. Lazor 

Servers:  C. Kraker, R. Loges, P. Loges 

Greeters:  J. Veverka, G. & D. Woolensack 

CLOW:  Loretta Anderson 

11:30 am 

Readers:  C. Ricotti, L. Machin 

S.M.E.:  S. & K. Kelly, E. Bofenkamp, N. Kinnavy,  

 A. Kemble, A. Shaker, P. Orsinelli 

Servers:  N. McGee, M. O’Neill, N. Hoso 

Greeters:  M. & S. Shader, A. Kemble; M. Hurton,  

 B. Kerpsack 

CLOW:  Jeanine Bofenkamp 

Saturday, December 17     4:00 pm 

Readers:  J. Kohut, K. Sauer 

S.M.E.:  R. Green, A. Klotz, S. & J. Delaquila, R. Sanders, 

 J. & L. Sanders 

Servers:  G. Pishotti, M. Wilson, W. Thompson 

Greeters:  G. Baran, J. Lemaster 

Sunday, December 18     9:00 am 

Readers:  G. Ciuba, J. Hamilton  

S.M.E.:  S. Letson, T. & K. Lazor, 

 B. Lyda, R. Malanga, S. & K. Bungo, M. D’Amico,  

 A. Goffos 

Servers:  M. McLeod, A. McLeod, G. DiPaolo 

Greeters:  B. & S. Battison 

CLOW:  Stephanie Moore 

11:30 am 

Readers:  M. Weal, B. Phillips 

S.M.E.:  D. Woolensack, D. Sabat, S. & K. Kelly,  

 N. Kinnavy, P. Orsinelli, A. Kemble 

Servers:  E. Saffle, M. Schaefer, N. Hoso 

Greeters:  D. Anderson, T. Elisco; T. & C. Belmaggio 

CLOW:  Amy Rossi 

SPECIAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE 

 

“At Home with the Word” 2012 

You’ll find all of the readings for the Sundays of the new 

liturgical year, Nov. 27, 2011 - Nov. 25, 2012.  The word, 

as it will be heard on the upcoming Sunday, will nourish 

you all week long to act on God’s word in the world as 

you prepare to hear the scripture proclaimed at Sunday 

liturgy. 

Eucharistic Bread Bakers Needed 

Are you willing to help prepare eucharistic bread for our 

weekend liturgies during Advent?  Elementary-aged chil-

dren thru adults are welcome!  The bread we make is 

VERY simple –  involving whole wheat flour, white flour, 

hot water.  We knead the dough, let it rest, shape it & cut 

it.  Join with others in the school kitchen, Saturdays of 

Advent, at 11am (1pm if there is a morning funeral). 

Prayer Cards for the Sundays of Advent 

Our hospitality ministers will be handing out Prayer Cards 

which clearly show the changes made to our responses.  

Please turn these cards in along with the Advent worship 

aids after Mass.  We will use these through the Advent 

season as we prepare for Christmas Eve and Christmas 

Day.  Then we will find the prayer cards inside the Break-

ing Bread books.   

All of the responses are printed in the Breaking Bread books, but 

the prayer card makes them easily accessible very quickly...we 

think this will be important in the early days of the Roman Missal, 

Third Edition. 

VOCATIONS 

“The One who calls you is faithful.”  Because God 

loves each of us infinitely as His children, He will always 

be faithful to us.  In return, God asks for our unconditional 

love and to be faithful to Him.  Being faithful means we 

live out the specific path He has chosen for our lives.  Will 

you be faithful to His call?  If God may be inviting you to 

be a priest, deacon or consecrated religious, please con-

tact Fr. Chris Luoni at 330.744.8451, or at clu-

oni@youngstowndiocese.org. 

Discernment Retreat for men ages 18-40 who would like to 

know more about what a vocation is and how to discern their call-

ing in life.  There will be special emphasis on the priesthood.  

Loyola of the Lakes, Clinton, Dec. 16-18, directed by Bishop 

George V. Murry, S.J.  Contact Fr. Luoni for details or to register. 

Evening Prayer 

Join us as we celebrate evening prayer on  

Monday, December 19 at 7 p.m. in the chapel.   

Anointing of the Sick 

This sacrament will be available immediately following 

the 4:00 liturgy on Saturday, December 17.  Those 

desiring to be anointed should move to the area near the 

piano after Mass has ended.  This sacrament is primarily 

a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual strengthen-

ing.  Anointing of the Sick is usually available after Mass 

the fourth Saturday of each month throughout the year.  

This month it is being celebrated on the third Saturday 

since the fourth Saturday is Christmas Eve. 

FIRST FRIDAY CLUB  

OF GREATER YOUNGSTOWN SPEAKER SERIES 

“The Church and Young Adults” Panel of Young Adults, 

TH Jan 5, Antone’s Banquet Ctr., Boardman, 11:30am.  

$15/person.  RSVP w/ pay’t by 12/26, FFCGY, P.O. Box 

11146, Ytn, 44511.  Direct questions to 330.533.1023.  

Call the parish office if interested in joining a table of 8!! 



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 11, 2011   

 

 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION 

Keep Those Serving in  

Iraq or Afghanistan in Your Prayers 

PFC Brad Battison,  son of Bob & Sue Battison 

CPT John M. Cole, III,  nephew of Steve & Pat Campbell 

SSG Anthony A. Hernandez,  friend of Anne Freitas 

PFC James Kohn,  friend of Terence & Cathy Heltzel 

PFC Jared Kohn,  friend of Terence & Cathy Heltzel 

CPT Brandon Mokris,  grandson of Thaddeus & Kathleen 

   McGuire 

SSG Gary Shell,  friend of Anne Freitas 

Please offer prayer for the families of these service  

people as we enter the holiday season.   

It is never easy to be far away from loved ones. 

Feel free to take a copy of “Prayer for Soldiers” from the display 

in our gathering space.  Call Pat Campbell to keep us up to date 

on the above service people or to add loved ones to the prayer list 

of those serving in Iraq or Afghanistan.   

• On Sunday, Dec. 18 the FFS students will have cookies 

in Reagan Hall for an Advent celebration.  Parents, if you 

are willing to bring cookies for this event, please call 

Brenda in the parish office this week! 

• FFS classes will not be held on Sunday Dec. 25 and 

Sunday Jan 1.  Have a wonderful Christmas Season! 

• Please remember to only send your children out for Chil-

dren’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) if they are in Kinder-

garten through third grade.  You may want to take ad-

vantage of the nursery for your pre-schoolers!! 

E.P.I.C. TEENS  

Youth Ministry Students Grades 9-12 

 Baptismal Preparation Session 

SUNDAY, January 8, 2012 at 1 p.m. in the Parlor.   

Please call the parish office to register! 

If you wish to have a child baptized before the Lenten 

Season begins (February 22) you need to attend the Bap-

tismal Preparation Session coming up on Sunday, Janu-

ary 8, 2012.  It begins at 1:00 in the parlor.  The next ses-

sion is Sunday, March 18.   

Baptisms are normally celebrated on the fourth weekend of the month.  

Parents are REQUIRED to attend a baptismal session prior to their 

child’s baptism.  The preparation session offers an opportunity to discuss 

the sacrament of baptism in the life of this child.  It is not simply a 

“rehearsal” of the rite itself. 

Families need to be registered members of the parish.  It is our hope that 

they regularly participate at mass, considering themselves to be mem-

bers of the parish community.  Also, in choosing godparents, they should 

be Catholic, as they are to help the parents in raising the child in the 

Church. 

*  Christmas is almost here!  And that means it’s time for 

our Christmas Party!  On December 18 from 6-8PM in 

Providence Center, we’ll be celebrating the joy of the sea-

son with each other. Dress warmly, as first we’ll be shar-

ing that joy with our neighbors as we carol and present 

our gift ornaments from our Advent meeting last week. 

Following this, we’ll head back to Providence Center for 

some games and snacks. We conclude our collection 

of warm weather items for kids NEXT WEEKEND, so 

bring mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, or even underwear to 

keep the little ones warm this winter! All items collected 

will be going to Trumbull County children through Catholic 

Charities. This is our last event of 2011, so let’s pack 

Providence Center! 

*  The new schedule will be coming soon!  Look for info! 

*  Want your voice to be heard on life issues?  We’re 

heading down to Washington, D.C. with the Diocese of 

Youngstown for the March for Life, SAT Jan 22.  We’ll 

return Monday night after marching on the capital with 

thousands of other teens, families, and young adults.   

FIRST RECONCILIATION PARENT MEETING 

The next mandatory meeting is on Jan. 8 and will include 

your child.  Please meet in Reagan Hall at 10:10 am.  The 

meeting will be approx one hour and will include a movie 

and activity for your family. 

 

CONFIRMATION 

The next Confirmation session will take place at 6 pm on 

Sunday, Dec. 11!!!  Sponsor &/or parent needs to attend 

with students.  Candidates, please bring Part 1 of your 

portfolio, and sponsors, please bring your booklet! 

COLLECTION FOR CATHOLIC CHARITIES 

“We can do no great things, only small things  with great love!” (Bl. Teresa of Calcutta).   

It may not seem like much, but by bringing in hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, and underwear for are children, you are 

making a huge difference to those little hearts and hands this winter through that great love you share.  We’re collecting 

sizes infant through teen for the Trumbull Catholic Charities.  You can place these items in the box with the snowflakes, 

located next to the E.P.I.C. Teens board in the gathering space, by NEXT WEEKEND.  Thanks for the help! 

ST. VINCENT de PAUL GIVING TREE 

Thank you so much for your generosity in defraying 

the costs of our annual basket distribution  

with your gifts on the Giving Tree!  

We welcome the  involvement of the entire parish to 

help in any way you are able in providing the blessings 

needed in our local community this Christmas.  Our Giv-

ing Tree is in the gathering space, decorated with orna-

ments.  Some ornaments specify an amount for dona-

tion, others allow you to select the amount you can gra-

ciously provide.   

If your family is able to participate, take an ornament 

from the tree, and return the monetary gift by NEXT 

WEEKEND.  Many thanks!!! 
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We are running bulletin columns prepared by the Diocese of Lansing 

(www.dioceseoflansing.org), highlighting the changes in what we are 

saying at Mass.   

Welcoming the New Roman Missal  

What are we saying differently at Mass?  

The Profession of Faith  

Among the early Christians, a profession of faith was part of 

the rite of Baptism. The catechumen would renounce evil, enter 

the water, then profess belief by answering a series of questions 

associated with the Trinity. Later, as the catechumenal process 

developed, those awaiting baptism would be given a longer credal 

formula which they would memorize, then recite it for the bishop. 

These questions and recitation are still a vital part of our initiation 

rites.  

The Nicene Creed, which we most commonly used at Mass, 

was developed at the Council of Nicea (325) and the Council of 

Constantinople (381). Historians first see its use at Mass in the 

sixth century. In various liturgical families, it was recited before 

the Eucharistic Prayer, before the Lord’s Prayer or following the 

homily.  

In modern times, the Creed is recited or sung on Sundays, 

solemni-ties or other festive occasions. “The purpose of the … 

Profession of Faith or Creed is that the whole gathered people 

may respond to the word of God proclaimed in the readings … 

and that they may call to mind and confess the great mysteries of 

the faith …” (GIRM 67).  

In the Roman Missal, third edition the English translation of the 

Nicene Creed has changed slightly.  

Before the Roman Missal we begin with “We believe …,” but 

now we are beginning with “I believe.” This is the literal 

translation of the Latin “credo.” But even when we profess our 

faith communally, we can only speak for our individual faith. 

You’ll also notice that “I believe” replaces “we believe” three 

more times in the new translation.  

While have been saying “… the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father,” now we have begun saying “… the Only 

Begotten Son of God born of the Father before all ages.” 

“Only Begotten Son” matches the words of the Gloria. In 

addition, “born of the Father before all ages” is a literal 

translation of “natus est …” Bishop Boyea notes, “We believe 

that Jesus was not merely “born” in Bethlehem, but that he is 

eternally begotten by the Father. The Son is always being born of 

the Father and the Father is always begetting the Son” (Faith, 

October 2009).  

“Consubstantial with the Father” will take some getting used 

to, but it is a good word for us to learn. It is a direct use of 

consubstantialis and is a stronger phrase than “one in being with 

the Father.” Everything has being and we all have that being in 

God. But the Father and Son, together with the Spirit are of the 

same substance, that is, they are only one God (ibid).  

      While the last translation used “he was born of the Virgin 

Mary,” the new translation uses “was incarnate of the Virgin 

Mary” (incarnatus est … ex Maria Virginae). To become 

incarnate means “to take flesh,” that is Jesus, became a human 
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being, not at his birth in a stable, but in the womb of the Virgin.  

     You’ll notice a few more slight changes in the new 

translation. Most were chosen to adhere more literally to the 

original Latin. “Suffered death” replaces “suffered and died” 

since there are not two verbs in the original. “Adored” replaces 

“worshipped” since it appears in the original and since it was 

consistently used throughout the new Missal. “I confess” means 

to express belief in, not merely to acknowledge our guilt.  

     As you recite the new translation, do so slowly. Reflect on 

each word and each line, because “This is our faith. This is the 

faith of the Church. We are proud to profess it in Christ Jesus 

our Lord” (Rites of Baptism and Confirmation).     – Rita A. Thiron, 

Director of the Office of Worship for the Diocese of Lansing. 

 

The Nicene Creed  

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible.  

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages.  

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  

For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 

became man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  

he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  

I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins  

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

For more information and additional articles, visit www.faithmag.com  

and click on Theology101.  
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