Blessed Sacrament
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0 Reeves

Rd. Warren, Ohio 44483

A STEWARDSHIP COMMUNITY

MASSES
Regular Schedule: Saturday: 4:00 p.m.; Sunday: 9:00 & 11:30a.m.
Holy Days: 8:30 am. & 7 p.m. Weekdays: 8:30 a.m.
Summer Schedule: Saturday: 4:00 p.m.; Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend)

FAITH FORMATION: Grades Pre-K—High School, Sunday 10:10—11:20 a.m.
SACRAMENT of PENANCE: Saturdays 3:00-3:45 p.m.

Communal celebrations are held during Advent and Lent

Bereavement Sessions:
Parish Office to register.

Infant Baptisms: (No Baptisms in Lent) Baptisms normally are celebrated the fourth weekend
of the month during Mass. Parent preparation sessions are required and are held in January,
March, May, July, September and November. Advance registration required.

A six-week session will be scheduled twice during the year. Call the

Marriages: Contact the pastor at least six months in advance to arrange for a wedding date.
Plan to attend the marriage preparation program.

Christian Initiation of Adults: Any adult or child interested in joining or learning more
about the Catholic faith is invited to be a part of this process. For further information contact the
parish office.

Ministry to the Sick and Aged:

Eucharist - Parish staff are available for visitation to the sick as requested. Lay ministers from
the parish are also available to bring Eucharist to homes.

Anointing of the Sick - Primarily a sacrament of physical healing and spiritual strengthening. If
you desire this sacrament or know anyone desiring this sacrament, please call the priest. A com-
munal service is scheduled annually in the fall. The sacrament will also be available following
Saturday afternoon Mass on the fourth Saturday of each month.

Visitation of the Sick - Notify the parish office if you or a loved one is in the hospital.

Altar Servers: Students in grade 5 & up are encouraged to become altar servers.
sessions are held in August & September. Call the parish office for information.

The Transportation Committee: The Transportation Committee provides volunteer trans-
portation to persons who cannot drive, due to age, infirmity or economic restrictions. If you
would like to help or know of someone in need of transportation, contact Judy Stanfar at 330-369-
4908.

Registration: New parishioners may pick up packets the third weekend of each month in the
gathering space after all Masses. You then must call the parish office for an appointment to regis-
ter your family. Appointments are scheduled at your convenience.

Training

Nursery: Parents are encouraged to take advantage of the nursery, which is available during the
9:00 and 11:30 am (11:00 am) Masses.

Prayer Chain: Please contact Rosemary Blicher at 330-372-2867 with your prayer requests.
Bulletin Deadline: Monday 12:00 Noon

PARISH STAFF

Rev. Thomas C. Eisweirth, Pastor
Rev. Thomas J. McCarthy, In Residence
Pat Campbell,

Director of Music and Worship
Brenda Antenucci,

Director of Religious Education
Elizabeth Pugh, Youth Minister
Joanne Gilbert, Business Manager
Karen Lazor, Administrative Assistant
Paula Pierce, Communications Director

Parish Office: ............. 330-372-2215
Web: www.e-blessedsacramentparish.org

Fax Number: ............... 330-372-6380
John F. Kennedy Catholic School,

Lower Campus: ......... 330-372-2375
Web: ... www.warrenjfk.com
Fax: .o 330 372-2465

PARISH
PASTORAL COUNCIL

Michelle Dohar.......... 330-856-9247

Sam Eartly................ 330-306-0607

Lisa Gysegem............ 330-856-8151

Steve Kelly............... 330-637-0862

Emily Kohut.............. 330-638-5425

Rick Latell................ 330-856-1407

Des LauX.................. 330-372-3311

Samm Lewis............. 724-456-0067

Rich Rollo................ 330-372-1933

Kathryn Safreed..........330-637-2732

Patricia Salcone.......... 330-856-3246

Adam Solich.............. 330-856-3781

Lisa Stowell...............330-856-7619

Ray Tisone................ 330-856-9500

Bob Ward................. 330-856-7541

Jeff Wollet................ 330-637-6441

The mission of Blessed Sacrament Parish is to grow as a faith community ‘in which the members, through their loving ministry
to one another, create an atmosphere in which faith, strengthened by the Eucharist and the love of Christ, is experienced.
In this faith community, the members are encouraged to respond to God’s call by ministering to the needs of others
and bringing the good news of Christ to the World through the use of their individual and collective gifts.
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PASTOR’S COLUMN

Retirement Fund for Religious
A donor to the Retirement Fund for Religious writes, “We
thank God for every religious sister who taught us in
school, not only our ABCs, but also to love God.”

This weekend we welcome Sr. Mary McCormick,
0.S.U, to speak with us about the retired religious, and
their need of our support. By 2019, it is projected that
retired religious will outnumber wage-earning religious by
nearly four to one. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for
Religious helps ensure that elderly Catholic sisters,
brothers, and religious order priests receive the care they
so richly deserve, now and in the future. Please give
generously.

Reflecting on the Word

At first hearing, there is a worrisome note in this parable
Jesus tells near the end of Matthew’s account of his
ministry. We like to think of Jesus as the Lord of second
chances, even third and fourth, and that we have plenty of
time to get our act together and to gather the necessary

“oil” to welcome him when he returns. But the
bridegroom’s final words are, “| do not know you.”

Is Jesus indicating that a day will come when that
opportunity to make up for what we have failed to do will
not be given, that the time for springing into action will
have come and gone? Could we find ourselves locked out
of the party? Since most of us are sometimes foolish,
sometimes wise, what form does foolishness take in our
lives? What are we putting off doing?

Matthew uses this parable to fire up his community’s
desire for the return of the Lord, to call them to a more
active hope in Jesus’ return. It also serves to confront
indifference and lethargy in our lives. That necessary oil
can refer to doing those good works that allow the light to
shine in the world, especially when darkness threatens.

Being wise means being prepared for a future with the
Lord. Jesus is the Wisdom of God who gives us a share of
this wisdom as a gift of the Spirit. Let us both seek
wisdom and be prepared to welcome it when it comes to

us.
from Living the Word, Scripture Reflections and Commentaries for
Sundays and Holy Days, November 28, 2010-November 20, 2011 Year A.

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Sunday, November 6
9:00 am Deceased of Cassidy & Furniss Families
(Family)
11:30 am Douglas Mirto (Dad and Brian Mirto);
All Parishioners Living & Deceased
Monday, November 7
8:30 am Helen Hallahan (Family)
10:15 am Gillette
Barbara A. Teachout (M/M Mike Pierce)
Tuesday, November 8
8:30 am Deceased of the Louis Family (Margaret Louis)
Wednesday, November 9
8:30 am Joe Vogelberger (Mary Lou Vogelberger)
Thursday, November 10
8:30 am Matthew Reese (Friends)
Friday, November 11
8:30 am Communion Service
Saturday, November 12
4:00 pm Joan Cody (Richard & Eva Scott)
Sunday, November 13
9:00 am Thomas Natale (Natale Family);
All Parishioners Living & Deceased
11:30 am Lillian Kalman (Al & Dolores Crockett)

FAMILY PERSPECTIVE Bud Ozar

The bridesmaids in today’s gospel were considered
‘foolish’ because they let their lamps go out. Don’t be fool-
ish. Pay attention to the small acts necessary to keep the
flame alive in all your relationships.

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Prv 31: 10-13,19-20,20-31 /1 Thes 5: 1-6 /
Mt 25:14-30

BAPTISMS
Next weekend at the 4 p.m. Mass, we welcome Sophia
Marie Campana, daughter of William and Michelle,
through the Sacrament of Baptism. Please keep her
and her family in your prayers.

RESPECT LIFE
To trust in God’s timing for our passing into eternity re-
quires courage, humility, and sometimes great spiritual
strength. This final stage of life, when we focus our at-
tention on the things that really count, can be a time of
deep reflection, of forgiveness and reconciliation within
the family, and of finding peace in one’s relationship with
God. - “Life Matters: To the End of Our Days,” Respect Life Program 2011-2012

VOCATIONS

God gifts us with wisdom to understand the way to the king-
dom. Do we find ourselves being like the wise virgins who
were prepared for the Lord’s coming when he calls one to
consider living as a priest, religious, or deacon? If wisdom is
leading you to a call to serve the Church, contact Fr. Chris
Luoni for more information, at 330.744.8451, or at clu-
oni@youngstowndiocese.org.

EVENING PRAYER
We join together in the chapel on Tuesday, November
8 and November 15, at 7p.m. to pray Evening Prayer.
All are welcome!
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The Week Ahead

Sunday, November 6
10:10 a.m. Faith Formation Sessions
10:10 a.m. Coffee & Donuts (Holy Family Hall)
12:45 p.m. Eucharistic Ministry Training (Church)
12:45 p.m. Confirmation Students’ Service Project
5:00 p.m. Family Promise guests depart (Prov Ctr)
Monday, November 7
7:00 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Panera)
9:00 a.m. Women’s Prayer Breakfast (Parlor)
10:30 a.m. AA Meeting (Providence Center)
5:30 p.m. Zumba (Reagan Hall)
7:00 p.m. Messiah Rehearsal (Church)
Tuesday, November 8
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8:30 a.m. School Mass (Church)
2:00 p.m. SVdP Society Meeting (Providence Ctr
ML) {%&*f
7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer (Chapel) s
7:30 p.m. Scripture Study (Parlor) B3
8:00 p.m. AA Meeting (Reagan Hall)

Wednesday, November 9
5:30 p.m. Zumba (Reagan Hall)
7:00 p.m. RCIA (Holy Family Hall)
7:00 p.m. Parish Council (Providence Ctr UL)
Thursday, November 10
6:00 p.m. Cub Scouts Meeting (HFH & RH)
6:00 p.m. Pasta Planning Meeting (Stanfar Home)
7:00 p.m. Musicians’ Rehearsal (Parish Library)
Friday, November 11
2:30 p.m. Girl Scouts (Providence Center)
Saturday, November 12
9:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Reagan Hall)
9:00 a.m. JFK Destination Imagination (RH)
11:00 a.m. AA Meeting (Reagan Hall)
Sunday, November 13
10:10 a.m. Faith Formation Sessions
10:10 a.m. Coffee & Donuts (Holy Family Hall)

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
The RCIA program is offered for all those interested in
learning more about our faith, &/or for those interested in
joining the Catholic Church. We meet Wednesdays, 7-
8:30pm. Call Bob Green at 330.219.1460, or Brenda in
the parish office at 330.372.2215 for additional info.

The Roman Missal, Third Edition
We have offered opportunities to explore the changes that
are coming. More opportunities will be offered. Contact
Pat Campbell at the parish office to arrange for Worship
and Spiritual Growth Commission members to stop in to
your next group meeting, and share some materials and
explanations. Visit www.usccb.org and follow the links to
the Roman Missal for more information.
As the Bishops' website says,

The entire Church in the United States has been
blessed with this opportunity to deepen its understanding of the
Sacred Liturgy, and to appreciate its meaning and importance in
our lives.

Book of Remembrance
Each November our “Book of Remembrance” moves to a more
prominent place in our worship space. The book is placed near
the entrance to the church throughout the year, but this month
stands near the paschal candle by the baptismal font.

With the feast of All Saints we start a new book, so
each year parishioners are invited to enter the names of loved
ones who have died. Please take a few moments to write in the
names of your family members and friends who have died. It
does not matter how long ago they passed away. By entering
them in the Book of Remembrance you ask our community to
remember them and to keep them in our prayers. Trusting in
the promise of resurrection, we enter these names in faith. May
the writing of the names of your loved ones who have died help
to console you and remind us all of lives lived in faith.

OHIO EXECUTION ALERT

Ohio has set execution dates for the following prisoners:

Reginald Brooks, November 15, 2011

Charles Lorraine, January 18, 2012

Michael Webb, February 22, 2012
Please pray for the victims of violent crimes, their families, and
for an end to the death penalty in Ohio. Visit gover-
nor.ohio.gov/shareyourideas to ask Governor Kasich to com-
mute their sentences to life in prison without parole. For cur-
rent & updated info on the Church’s teachings, and the
Church’s position on capital punishment, visit the Catholic
Conference of Ohio website at ohiocathconf.org.

Time, Talent & Treasure

Fostering Stewardship as a way of life

This Week’s Stewardship of Time & Talent Salute
In gratitude for God’s gifts of time and talent to us,
we gratefully acknowledge and salute:
The Stewardship Committee
This committee actively seeks to educate the parishioners and
implement the practices of the biblical directive to show grati-
tude for God’s goodness to us by placing God first when dis-
tributing time, talent and treasure.
Thank you, Stewardship Committee!

Stewardship Thought for the Week
Like the sensible bridesmaids in today’s parable, good stewards
make sure that they, and whatever gifts are theirs to share, are
ready to serve when the Master calls.

Parish Sacrificial Giving Summary

In gratitude for the gifis we have received from God,
parishioners and visitors made a joyful return to the Lord
0f $16,310.00 in the Sunday Offertory
for the Weekend of October 29 & 30, 201 1.

Fiscal Year-to-date Information (7/1/11—10/30/11):

Goal for Fiscal Year-to-date: $287,316.00
Amount Collected: $292,062.40
Amount in excess of needed goal: $ 4,746.40

li

Children’s Stewardship: $ 32.33
Thanks for Giving First Fruits & Taking a Step!!
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SPECIAL MINISTERS’ SCHEDULE éfgj
Saturday, November 5 4:00 pm Saturday, November 12  4:00 pm '%

Readers: K. Sauer, S. DelLeo
S.M.E.: M. Blank, R. Festermaker, M. Guliano, S. Eartly,
P. Pawlikowski, M. Schaefer, L. Wilson

Servers: M. Wilson, W. Thompson, E. Cole %ﬁ
Greeters: G. Coates, F. & P. Perry %
Sunday, November 6 9:00 am

Readers: P. Patchen, D. Laux
S.M.E.: T. &K Lazor, S. & K. Bungo, R. Malanga,
K. Teringo, K. Clark, C. Klaben, M. Klaben
Servers: A. Powell, A. Marino, O. Patchen
Greeters: D. & J. Falcione
CLOW: Loretta Anderson
11:30 am
Readers: S. McGee, R. Hoso
S.M.E.: J. Sabat, S. & K. Kelly, N. Hoso, D. Crockett,
D. Timko, D. Covelli
Servers: N. Hoso, C. Alston, N. McGee @{;
Greeters: M. & S. Shader, A. Kemble; K. Franco, Ir
J. DeSalvo, M. Ross, J. & J. Satterfield %
CLOW: Amy Rossi

Readers: J. Bokone, D. Zock

S.M.E.: S. Eartly, R. Lubert, S. Campbell, D. Bokone,
A. Klotz, R. Green, M. Bates

Servers: W. Thompson, E. Saffle, A. Newman

Greeters: R. & M. Wilson, L. Kraker, C. Kraker

Sunday, November 13  9:00 am

Readers: R. King, K. Lattanzi

S.M.E.: M. Bugos, K. Kamykowski, A. DiPaolo, B. Lyda,
J. Thompson, A. Goffos, L. Amadei, D. & J. Falcione

Servers: G. DiPaolo, M. McLeod, A. McLeod

Greeters: M. Bias, G. & S. Fiore

CLOW: Melissa McLeod

11:30 am

Readers: T. Heltzel, D. Elston

S.M.E.: E. Bofenkamp, K. Teaberry, D. Timko, P. Orsinelli,
D. Crockett, S. & K. Kelly

Servers: L. Moody, C. Alston, J. Fowler

Greeters: T. & C. Belmaggio; M. Hurton, B. Kerpsack

CLOW: Toni Elisco

Eucharistic Ministers,
the Communion Rite at Blessed Sacrament is Changing!!
PLEASE ATTEND ONE OF THE RE-TRAINING SESSIONS!
TODAY: Sunday, November 6, 12:45 — 2:45 in the church
OR Sat., November 19, 10 a.m. — noon in the church

THE CHANGES WILL TAKE PLACE NOVEMBER 26/27
CANNOT ATTEND EITHER?
Call Pat Campbell BEFORE NOVEMBER 19 to make other arrangements

ALTAR SERVERS, LECTORS, EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS, HOSPITALITY MINISTERS:

NEW MINISTRY SCHEDULE IS IN PREPARATION
If you need to make any changes to your contact informa-
tion, notify your ministry coordinator no later than NOVEM-
BER 8 with that information! The new schedule for Dec
2011-Feb 2012 will be ready for pickup the last two
weekends of November. LECTORS: pick up your copy of
the new Lector workbook when you get your new schedule!

**ALL EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS'!!! Please note, you
need to attend the re-training session — Sunday, November
6, 12:45-2:45 or Saturday, November 19, 10am-noon. If
you do not attend or make arrangements BEFORE Novem-
ber 19 to make up the session, you will not be included on
Sfuture schedules.

“CARRY THE LIGHT OF CHRIST”
OHIO COMMISSION OF
AFRICAN AMERICAN CATHOLICS CONVOCATION
Join Ohio Commission of African American Catholics for
their biennial Convocation, SAT 11/12, 8:30am-4pm, Im-
maculate Conception Catholic Church, Columbus. Regis-
tration due by NOV 1, mail checks payable to OCAAC,
Black Catholic Ministries, 197 E. Gay St., Cols OH 43215.

EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY TRAINING
FOR STUDENTS IN GRADES 9 AND 10
Training for freshman &/or sophomore students inter-
ested in becoming a lector or special minister of the
Eucharist begins Jan. 22, 2012, 12:45pm. Please con-
tact Pat Campbell to sign up! Must attend ALL one-hour
sessions including the January one: 2/12, 3/11, 4/22.

BAPTISMAL PREPARATION SESSION
If you wish to have a child baptized you need to attend
the upcoming Baptismal Preparation Session. It begins
at 1:00 p.m. in the parlor on Sunday, November 13.

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS

AFTER THE LOSS OF A LOVED ONE
Sister Barbara Lenarcic, HM, Certified Spiritual Director
and Licensed Professional Counselor, will lead the pres-
entation on Tuesday, November 15, 7-8:30 p.m., in
Holy Family Hall. Bring a friend who might benefit from
this program. Please RSVP to the parish office,
330.372.2215 by November 10.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER
ALL THOSE ON OUR PRAYER CHAIN

SEMINARIANS FOR 2011-2012
Pontifical College Josephinum...Andrew Burson, Third
Theology; Zachary Coulter, Fourth College; Dean Car-
son, Third College
St. Paul, Salem...John Ettinger, Pastoral Internship Year
Ashtabula...Daniel Finnerty, Pastoral Internship Year
Mount St. Mary Seminary...Deacon Robert Lanterman,
Fourth Theology; Jason Williams, First Theology
St. James, Waynesburg...Craig McHenry, Pastoral Intern-
ship Year Please pray for our Seminarians!
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FAITH FORMATION e

i CONFIRMATION PRAYER PARTNERS i
: Please pray for our Confirmation candidates who have
'begun their year-long preparation process. Please stop:
' by the display in the gathering space and pick up a per-;
isonalized prayer card. We ask that families take home
.one or more of these cards home, place them in a;
upromlnent place and pray for the candidate(s) through-:
tout the year. Should you choose to send an occasmnal:
icard or greeting, you can put the candidate’s name on it, ;
send it to the parish office, and we will forward it on to!
.them The parish staff, catechists, and candidates aIII

' appreciate your support and prayers!! !

E.P.I.C. TEENS
Youth Ministry Students Grades 9-12

* Please pick up an updated copy of the schedule in the
gathering space or download one from our facebook
page: Blessed Sacrament Parish E.P.I.C. Youth Ministry.

* Our next meeting will be Sunday, November 20, 6-7:30
pm. We’ll be going over the changes to the Mass and the

reasons behind them at our Ruckus about the Roman &g

Missal gathering. Snacks provided; bring a non-fitted
sheet, & come out for a great time!

* Mark your calendar for our Movie Night, Sunday, De-
cember 4 at 6 pm, and our Christmas Party Sunday, De-
cember 18! Join the group, join the fun!

Junior High Youth Ministry
We are preparing to kick-off our junior high youth ministry,
but first, we need to hear from you (teens in grades 6,7,
& 8 and their parents)! We’ll be having a planning
meeting for parents and teens on Monday, November
14, at 7pm in Holy Family Hall. The meeting should be
no longer than 45 minutes. Snacks will be provided. We

it

FAMILY SOUP KITCHEN MINISTRY

lwﬁmgf}’,,, Families of all sizes are invited to help
/\D ) prepare and serve a meal at the St. Vin-
- - cent de Paul dining hall, Niles Road, War-
iy ren, on Saturday, November 19. Start
your day with us sharing your gifts of hos-
pitality & service: meal preparation at 9am, followed by a
shared lunch with the guests who come to us hungry that
day, then clean up. If you are interested in helping to make a
difference on the third Saturday monthly, September—May, con-
tact Dan Goffos Sr., 330.372.6147. We also appreciate any provi-
sion of baked goods that will complete the Saturday meal...please
bring your dessert item to the parish office by 1 p.m. Friday!

P

Keep Those Serving in

Iraq or Afghanistan in Your Prayers
PFC Brad Battison, son of Bob & Sue Battison
CPT John M. Cole, II1, Nephew of Steve & Pat Campbell
SSG Anthony A. Hernandez, fiiend of Anne Freitas
PFC James Kohn, fiiend of Terence & Cathy Heltzel
PFC Jared Kohn, fiiend of Terence & Cathy Heltzel
SSG Gary Shell, friend of Anne Freitas

We are grateful to God for the safe return of MAJ Chris
Todaro, son-in-law of David & Melinda Mock, nephew
of John & Becky Mock.

Feel free to take a copy of “Prayer for Soldiers” from the display in our
gathering space. Call Pat Campbell to keep us up to date on the above
service people or to add loved ones to the prayer list of those serving in
Iraq or Afghanistan. &

Ly

ALL SEASONS 55 & OVER
NOVEMBER, DECEMBER EVENTS

Join us as we enjoy The Dana Concert Series perform-
ances of Music at Noon at the Butler, WED 11/16 (String
Area Recital) and WED 12/7 (Clarinet Studio Recital).
Weather permitting, we will “do lunch” early, then carpool
to the musical performances (lunch locations to be an-
nounced, music at Youngstown Butler Institute of Ameri-
can Art). Lunch is on your own. Please call Paula in the
parish office to RSVP for these events! ALL are welcome!

hope to see you there!

Do

LITURGICAL MINISTERS NEEDED
Greeters/Ushers, Eucharistic Minis-
ters, Lectors and Altar Servers are
needed for our parish celebration of
Thanksgiving Thursday, November 24
at 9 a.m. in the church. Sign up at the
table in the Gathering Space! Thank
youll!

Eucharistic Bread Baking
Would you like to bake the bread to
be used for our Thanksgiving Day
Mass? Join the fun and fellowship in
the kitchen Tuesday, Nov. 22 at 6
p-m. The eucharistic bread prepara-
tion should take about an hour.

Blessing at Thanksgiving Mass
Mass on Thanksgiving Day,
Thursday, November 26, will take
place in the church at 9 a.m..
Please bring whatever bread you will
“break” at your meal to this liturgy. Ar-
range the bread in a basket that you or a
family member can bring forward near
the end of the Mass so that the bread can

be blessed.

A table Prayer for use in your home will
be distributed as you leave the Mass.
Bring family and friends to join in this
special celebration as we offer God our
thanks for the many blessings we have
received.

Share Food with the Hungry
Our Thanksgiving liturgy will include a
collection of canned goods for our St.
Vincent de Paul food pantry, as well
as a monetary collection to be used
by the Society for their local holiday
food basket distribution.

Please bring your non-perishable food
items with you to Mass on Thursday,
November 25 at 9 a.m. You will be
invited during the liturgy to bring the
food items forward and place them in
the baskets arranged in the sanctu-
ary.

The monetary collection will be done
in the usual way.




BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH

WARREN, OHIO

LITURGY CORNER &

Presented by the Worship and Spiritual Growth Commission
We are running bulletin columns prepared by the Diocese of Lansing
(www.dioceseoflansing.org), highlighting the changes in what we will be
saying at Mass.

Welcoming the New Roman Missal
What will we be saying differently at Mass?
The Act of Penitence

An ancient document called the Didache (c.60) noted that
the people came together on the Lord’s Day and gave
thanks “after first confessing their sins.” For many centu-
ries, the Mass had no penitential rite. The Confiteor was
part of the private prayers said by the priest and the minis-
ters at the foot of the altar. After Vatican Il, a brief peniten-
tial rite was added that had its source in both Scripture
(Matthew 5:23-25) and tradition. (cf. The Mystery of Faith by Lawrence
Johnson, page 13)

Now the act of penitence has several options. Each
begins with an invitation by the priest to recall our sins and a
pause for silent reflection. We may all respond by praying the
Confiteor, a prayer that acknowledges the social dimension of
sin. The new translation of this prayer restores the “through my
fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault.”

Alternately, we may respond to a series of invocations
addressed to Christ. What was once a long litany, was shortened
in the sixth century and now consists of three verses (tropes) that
conclude with the ancient Greek response — Kyrie eleison,
Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison. St. Paul used the word kyrios to
acknowledge Christ and his divinity. We also may respond in
English — Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have
mercy.”

Another option uses Scripture. (Baruch 3:2 and Psalm 85:8)
This is followed by the “Lord, have mercy” in Greek or English.

The final option may be used on Sundays, especially
during the Easter season. Water is blessed and sprinkled on the
people as a reminder of their baptism and the reconciliation
brought about by Christ. The Asperges rite comes from Psalm
51:9 “Cleanse me of sin with hyssop, that I may be purified.”
During Eastertide, this verse is replaced by the Vidi Aquam a
text about the water flowing from the temple. (Ezekiel 47:1, 8, 9)

Each of these rites concludes with the priest’s absolu-
tion — “May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our
sins, and bring us to everlasting life.” Though these words lack
the efficacy of the sacrament of penance (GIRM 51), they are a
fitting reminder that we all seek God’s mercy, especially as we
come together to celebrate his sacred mysteries.

- Rita A. Thiron, Director of the Office of Worship for the Diocese of Lansing.

Options for the Act of Penitence
PRIEST: Brethren [brothers and sisters], let us acknowl-
edge our sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the
sacred mysteries. (Pause)
PEOPLE: | confess to almighty God and to you, my broth-
ers and sisters, that | have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words, in what | have done and
in what | have failed to do,
through my fault, through my fault, through my most

ESS. Cyril & Methodius...Strudel sale, FRI 11/18. Order at
1330.393.0781 WED/THURS; pick up FRI 12-4pm.

' Catholic Charities Regional Agency...fundraiser at Niles
ilocation of Buffalo Wild Wings, WED 11/9, 5-9pm. Coupons
ravailable in parish office; % of food sales donated to CCRA.

‘At the Villa...Humility & the Harvest, TUES 11/13, 2-4pm.
1$10. Register online www.villaprograms.org.

JFKCS Open House...WED 11/30, 7pm. More info at
iwww.warrenjfk.com; or Advancement Office 330.369.1804.
First_Friday Club of Greater Youngstown...Luncheon
ispeaker series, TH 12/1, Antone’s Banquet Ctr, Boardman,
111:30am. “Rome is from Mars, America is from Venus” will be
'presented by John Allen, Sr. Vatican Correspondent, National
' Catholic Reporter. RSVP by 11/21, 330.533.1023. $15/person.
Blessed Sacrament has a table reserved, see Fr. Mac for details!

grievous fault;
therefore | ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels
and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for
me to the Lord our God.
PRIEST: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us
our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
PEOPLE: Amen.

OR
PRIEST: Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowl-
edge our sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the
sacred mysteries. (Pause)
PRIEST: Have mercy on us, O Lord.
PEOPLE: For we have sinned against you.
PRIEST: Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
PEOPLE: And grant us your salvation.
PRIEST: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us
our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
PEOPLE: Amen.

OR
PRIEST: Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowl-
edge our sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the
sacred mysteries.
(After a brief pause to allow us to recall our sins, the
priest, deacon, or other minister offers various invoca-
tions and we respond.)
MINISTER: You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy (or Kyrie, eleison).
PEOPLE:Lord, have mercy (or Kyrie, eleison).
MINISTER: You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy
(or Christe, eleison).
PEOPLE: Christ, have mercy (or Christe, eleison).
MINISTER: You are seated at the right hand of the Father
to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy (or Kyrie, eleison).
PEOPLE: Lord, have mercy (or Kyrie, eleison).
PRIEST: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us
our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.
PEOPLE: Amen.
For more information and additional articles, visit www.faithmag.com and
click on Theology101. For more information and additional articles, visit
www.faithmag.com and click on Theology101.
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